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Syllabus  z GS-2 : India and neighbourhood relations.
Question  z Why India suspended cross-LoC trade with Pakistan recently? discuss issues 

associated with it and suggest some way forward.
Why is it 
in news?

 z Recently, Home Ministry issued orders for suspending LoC trade between 
Jammu & Kashmir and Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir (PoK) with effect from 19th 
April, 2019.

brief
background

 z Four-point proposal: CBM measures can be traced back to 2005-four-point 
proposal for Kashmir-from then military ruler General Pervez Musharraf.

 z Aim/Purpose of cross-LoC trade: To facilitate exchange of goods of common 
use between local populations across the LoC in Jammu & Kashmir.

 z Confidence building measures: In 2008, both India and Pakistan agreed to 
initiate across LoC trade as confidence building measures (CBM).

 z Limited products : Trade is restricted to 21 items-all are products of primary 
produce which takes place 4 days a week and it is based on Barter system and 
zero duty basis.

 z Recent incidences of trade suspension:
(1) For instance, 2015-trade was suspended for 40 days after drugs were 

discovered in a truck from Muzaffarabad.
(2) Longest suspension during the post-Burhan Wani killing agitation in the 

Valley-for 3 months.
Why Cross-
LoC trade was 
suspended?

 z Ministry of home affairs listed following reasons behind trade suspension:
 z Terrorist and separatist links: In NIA investigations, it is found that a significant 

number of trading concerns engaged in LoC trade are being operated by 
persons closely associated with banned terrorist organisations involved in 
fuelling terrorism/separatism.

 z Trading firms opened by members of militant organisations:
(1) Investigations also revealed that some individuals, who have crossed over 

to Pakistan, and joined militant organisations, have opened trading firms in 
Pakistan.

(2) These trading firms are under the control of militant organisations and are 
engaged in LoC trade.

 z Drugs smuggling: In recent cases like in Muzaffarabad case, it was found that 
Cross-LoC trade is also being used for smuggling illicit drugs like heroin, cocaine, 
etc.

 z Fake currency and weapons smuggling: It is also suspected to be used for 
smuggling fake currency and weapons across border.

 z Misuse of zero duty basis system: In many cases it was found that zero duty 
basis system was used to push third-party items across border. For instance, 
U.S.-origin California almonds.

1 Cross-LoC trade Suspension
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Why Cross
LoC trade 
is important?

 z Local economy and employment:
(1) Cross-LoC trade is useful for growth of local economy and employment of 

local youth in the region.
(2) For instance, since commencement of it, employment of more than 1.6 

lakh days had been created and trade volume has crossed ₹6,500 crore over 
the decade.

 z Improvement in life of border communities :
(1) Most of people involved in this cross-LoC trade are from border communities.
(2) This trade provides them some sense of security and help them to improve 

their life which is constantly under threat given continuous tensions on border.
 z Significant CBM:

(1) It is conceived as one of the most important and successful confidence-
building measures between India and Pakistan.

(2) Trade was to create an atmosphere of trust that was more conducive to 
allow higher political level engagements.

Issues in cross-
LoC trading

 z Lack of clarity : Lack of clarity in the SOP towards rules of origin, items list, goods 
and services tax (GST)/local taxation mechanisms are some of the limitations 
hampering its growth.
(1) It was prevalent at the trade facilitation centres (TFCs) wherein few trading 

firms sell their registration/token numbers to other trading firms to send 
the latter’s goods across the LoC out of turn in the roster system.

(2) This practice has created a gap between the number of genuine traders and 
traders involved only in ‘trade number selling’.

 z Practice of trade number selling:
 z Seasonal traders : Trade number selling issue is compounded by the presence 

of ‘seasonal traders’-traders who are active only for few months, thereby 
leaving a negative balance overall in the barter trade.

 z Infrastructural issues: Above issues coupled with a number of infrastructural 
issues such as a non-functional weighbridge, lack of CCTV cameras and truck 
scanners, and an absence of regular communication channels warrant reforms 
in the trade practices.

Way forward  z Infrastructural and policy level interventions : Streamlining LoC trade would 
require both infrastructural and policy level interventions.

 z Revision in the SOP: There is need to revise SOP which required-
(1) To highlight the trader re-registration process.
(2) More clarity on the ‘rules of origin’ of goods.
(3) Identification of tradable commodities which will benefit the local economy 

of Jammu and Kashmir.
(4) 8-digit HS (harmonised system) codes must be assigned to ensure clarity on 

the items.
(5) To specify the modality of movement of trucks across the LoC.
(6) Clarity on filing of GST/other local taxes.

 z First-come-first-serve basis token system: A token system on a first-come-first-
serve basis should be explored. This will check the misuse of trade registration 
number in the roster system.

 z Digitisation of the TFCs: It must take place to make the process of record 
keeping easy, transparent and accessible to various regulatory agencies.



 10   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May  - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

 z Trader notification system: The digitised TFCs should be enabled with a ‘trader 
notification system’ for timely reminders to achieve zero barter balance for 
continuation of trade.

 z Strict ‘trader de-listing policy: In case of non-compliance, a strict ‘trader de-
listing policy’ needs to be put in place wherein any trader with a negative 
balance in barter for more than the designated time period can be suspended 
from conducting trade.

 z Regular meetings between trade facilitation officers: Regular meetings must 
also be held between the trade facilitation officers of both sides of the LoC to 
ensure co-ordination of such activities and exchange of the list of suspended/
banned traders.

 z Infrastructure upgradation: Infrastructure upgradation such as installation 
of truck scanners, functional CCTV cameras for security, and calibration of 
weighbridges, are essential to check the inflow of banned items, narcotics and 
weapons.

Conclusion  z Suspension of trade across LoC would further deteriorate relation with 
Pakistan.

 z The gains made by India and Pakistan through initiation of cross-LoC trade and 
travel have manifested themselves in the form of recent talks of opening the 
Sharda Peeth corridor in PoK as another CbM.

 z An important lesson is that the sustenance of a CbM requires regular policy 
and operational-level interventions.

Source The Hindu, Business line, Indian express, Economic times, The wire
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2        National Mission on Interdisciplinary 
Cyber-Physical System

Syllabus  z GS-3: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers.
Question  z What is National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems? What 

will be the impact of it?
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister has approved the 
launching of National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems 
(NM-ICPS).

 z It is to be implemented by department of Science &Technology at a total 
outlay of Rs. 3660 crores for a period of five years.

What are 
Cyber-

Physical 
Systems?

 z CPS is an interdisciplinary field that deals with the deployment of computer-
based systems that do things in the physical world.

 z For instance, the self-driven cars produced by Google and Tesla, smart 
grids (where electricity is optimally distributed on the basis of calculations 
in real time by micro-processors), autonomous unmanned vehicles, aircraft 
navigation systems, etc.

Why is there 
need of NM-
ICPS?

 z Increasing transformative role of advanced technology in every field of human 
endeavour: CPS and its associated technologies, like Artificial Intelligence 
(Al), Internet of Things (loT), Machine Learning (ML), Deep Learning (DP),  Big 
Data Analytics,  Robotics, Quantum Computing, Communication, Encryption 
(Quantum Key Distribution), Data Science & Predictive analytics, Cyber Security 
for physical infrastructure and other infrastructure, have pervaded and is 
playing a transformative role in almost every field of human endeavour all most 
in all sectors.

 z Adoption challenge in front of government and industries: It has become 
imperative for government and industries to be prepared to adopt these 
emerging and disruptive technologies to remain competitive, drive societal 
progress, generate employment, foster economic growth and to improve the 
overall quality of life and sustainability of the environment.

Significance 
of the mission

 z The Mission addresses the ever-increasing technological requirements of the society.
 z It takes into account the international trends and road maps of leading countries 

for the next generation technologies.
 z The mission implementation would develop and bring:

(1) Cyber Physical Systems (CPS) and associated technologies within reach in the country.
(2) Adoption of CPS technologies to address India specific National/ Regional issues.
(3) Produce Next Generation skilled manpower in CPS.
(4) Catalyse Translational Research.
(5) Accelerate entrepreneurship and start-up ecosystem development in CPS.
(6) Give impetus to advanced research in CPS, Technology development and 

higher education in Science, Technology and Engineering disciplines.
(7) Place India at par with other advanced countries and derive several direct 

and indirect benefits.
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Mission 
Implemen-

tation s

trategy

 z Comprehensive Mission: The NM-ICPS is a comprehensive Mission which 
would address technology development, application development, human 
resource development & skill enhancement, entrepreneurship and start-up 
development in CPS and associated technologies.

 z Aim: Establishment of 15 Technology Innovation Hubs (TIH), 6 Application 
Innovation Hubs (AIH) and 4 Technology Translation Research Parks (TTRP).

 z Strategic approach: These Hubs & TTRPs will adopt strategic approach in 
connecting with Academics, Industry, Central Ministries and State Government 
in developing solutions at reputed academic, R&D and other organizations 
across the country in a hub and spoke model.

 z Steering and Monitoring Mechanisms: Strong Steering and Monitoring 
Mechanisms in the form of Mission Governing Board (MGB), Inter-Ministerial 
Coordination Committee (IMCC), Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) and 
other Sub-Committees will guide and monitor the Mission implementation.

 z 4 Focus areas: The Hubs & TTRPs have four focused areas along which the 
Mission implementation would precede- (i) Technology Development; (ii) HRD 
& Skill Development; (iii) Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Start-ups Ecosystem 
Development; (iv) International Collaborations.

Impact of the 
Mission

 z Advanced capabilities: CPS technologies will provide a cutting edge to a 
Nation's scientific, engineering, and technological innovative capabilities.

 z Support and strategic resource: It will support other missions of the 
government, provide industrial and economic competitiveness and will act as 
Strategic Resource.

 z Engine of growth for national initiatives:
(1) Increasing volume, scale and complexity of emerging applications demand 

continued evolution of new technologies for the foreseeable future.
(2) It would act as an engine of growth that would benefit national initiatives in 

health, education, energy, environment, agriculture, security, Industry 4.0, 
SMART Cities, SDGs etc.

 z Integrated system of upcoming technology: CPS is an integrated system of 
upcoming technology, which in turn is being taken up on priority basis by 
countries in the race for development.

 z Paradigm shift in required skill sets:
(1) CPS will indeed bring a paradigm shift in entire skill sets requirement.
(2) The job opportunities will be enhanced through the Mission by imparting 

advanced skills and generating skilled manpower as per the requirement of 
the industry/ society.

 z New technology driven job opportunities:
(1) As Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystem is an integral 

part of the proposed NM-ICPS, the start-ups will also create a number of 
technologies driven job opportunities in CPS and allied areas.

(2) Accordingly, it is estimated that, about 40,000 jobs will be created in the 
short term and about 2,00,000 in long term.

Way forward/ 
challenges in 
CPS

 z The large-scale nature of CPS raises a number of specific challenges ranging 
from system-level management and control to data analytics.

 z Computational Abstractions: Physical properties such as laws of physics and 
chemistry, safety, resources, real time power constrained etc must be captured 
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by programming abstractions.
 z Sensor and mobile networks: Essential requirement to increase system 

autonomy in practice requires self-organization of mobile and Adhoc CPS 
networks.

 z System-level challenges: It includes novel scalable methods for global system 
control, effective development of large-scale management platforms, well-
defined control interfaces for IoT technologies and various IoT standards.

 z Data related challenges: It includes effective data collection, cleaning and 
storage, data latency and real-time analytics.

 z Abstractions, modularity and composability: To enable CPS system elements 
to be combined and reused while retaining safety, security and reliability.

 z Systems engineering based architectures and standards:To enable efficient 
design and development of reliability systems while ensuring interoperability 
and integration with legacy systems.

 z Integration of multi-physical models and models of software: To enable co-
design of physically engineered and computational elements with predictable 
system behaviours.

 z Diagnostics and prognostics: To identify, predict and prevent or recover from 
faults in complex systems.

 z CPS Security: To guarantee safety by guarding against malicious attacks on CPS 
systems.

Conclusion  z being a developing country, India can be one of the best candidates for 
research in IoT and CPS.

 z Core infrastructure elements like water supply, electricity, sanitation, 
solid waste management, urban mobility and public transport, housing, IT 
connectivity and digitalization, sustainable environment, health and education 
are effectively manageable with effective management and implementation 
of Cyber-Physical Systems.

Source The Hindu, Indian express, PIB, RSTV, Business Standard
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Syllabus GS 2: issues related to health
Question  z discuss the recent outbreak of Ebola in some African countries. What India 

can do in order to curb the prevailing threat of Ebola?
Why is it in 
the news?

 z More than 1,000 deaths have now been confirmed ineastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo’s(dRC) Ebola outbreak, the second-worst in history.

 z The outbreak was first recorded in North Kivu province on August 1 last year, 
and then spread to neighbouring Ituri province. 

More about 
the news

 z At least 1,529 confirmed and probable Ebola cases have been reported in this 
outbreak declared in August, with 1,008 deaths.

 z Health workers call this the first Ebola outbreak to occur in what is essentially 
a war zone.

 z Dozens of rebel groups are active in Congo’s northeast, killing hundreds of 
people in recent years.

 z More than 96,000 people have been vaccinated against Ebola in dRC, along 
with health workers in Uganda and South Sudan.

 z As of March 21, 38 of 130 affected health areas have active transmission.
 z In the 2014 outbreak, the virus infected approximately 28,600 people in the 

Western African countries of Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone.
 z WHO Response: The World Health Organization reaffirmed its commitment 

both to ending the outbreak and working with the government and communities 
to build resilient health systems.

About Ebola  z Ebola virus disease (EVd), formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a 
severe, often fatal illness in humans.

 z Symptoms include fever, vomiting, diarrhoea, muscle pain and at times 
internal and external bleeding and can start to occur between two and 21 
days from infection.

 z The average EVd case fatality rate is around 50%. Case fatality rates have 
varied from 25% to 90% in past outbreaks

 z Spread of Ebola virus:
(1) The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the 

human population through human-to-human transmission.
(2) This can occur when a person touches the infected body fluids (or objects 

that are contaminated with them), and the virus gets in through broken skin 
or mucous membranes in the eyes, nose, or mouth.

(3) The virus can also spread to people through direct contact with the blood, 
body fluids and tissues of infected fruit bats or primates.

(4) People can get the virus through sexual contact as well.
 z History of Ebola:

(1) Ebola virus was first discovered in 1976 near the Ebola River in what is now 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

3 Ebola Virus
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(2) Since then, the virus has been infecting people from time to time, leading 
to outbreaks in several African countries.

(3) Based on the nature of similar viruses, scientists believe that the virus is 
animal-borne, with bats being the most likely source.

(4) The bats carrying the virus can transmit it to other animals, like apes, 
monkeys, duikers and humans.

Treatment 
and Vaccine

 z There is as yet no proven treatment available for EVd.
 z Also, no vaccines have been developed so far for this virus.
 z Some vaccines are in the trial and testing process but not yet ready for medical 

use.
 z The only treatment given is a kind of “supportive therapy” in the form of the 

following:
(1) Maintaining fluids and electrolytes in the patient’s body
(2) Maintaining oxygen level of the body
(3) Maintaining blood pressure
(4) Treatment for pain relief
(5) Medications and injections to treat any other bacterial infections in the 

body
 z Trial in Guinea:

(1) An experimental Ebola vaccine proved highly protective against the deadly 
virus in a major trial in Guinea.

(2) The vaccine, calledrVSV-ZEBOV, was studied in a trial involving 11 841 
people during 2015.

(3) Among the 5837 people who received the vaccine, no Ebola cases were 
recorded 10 days or more after vaccination.

(4) In comparison, there were 23 cases 10 days or more after vaccination 
among those who did not receive the vaccine.

Ebola and 
India

 z India which had so far remained unscathed from the virus.
 z However, an Indian resident’s semen sample showed traces of Ebola virus.
 z The man, a 26-year old Indian, working in Liberia, was earlier treated and cured 

of the deadly virus, is kept in isolation at Delhi’s Airport Health Organisation 
Quarantine Centre.

 z The reason being almost 45000 Indians live in Ebola-affected African countries 
and there is every chance that visiting Indians can bring it home.

 z In India, steps have been taken by the health ministry to deal with this deadly 
virus, if at all it gets detected here.

Way Ahead  z Community engagementis key to successfully controlling outbreaks.
 z Early supportive carewith rehydration, symptomatic treatment improves 

survival.
 z Reducing the risk of wildlife-to-human transmission from contact with infected 

fruit bats or monkeys/apes and the consumption of their raw meat.
 z Reducing the risk of human-to-human transmission from direct or close 

contact with people with Ebola symptoms, particularly with their bodily fluids.
 z Gloves and appropriate personal protective equipment should be worn when 

taking care of ill patients at home.
 z Reducing the risk of possible sexual transmission:
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4 Electoral Reforms

(1) WHO recommends that male survivors of Ebola virus disease practice safe 
sex and hygiene for 12 months from onset of symptoms or until their semen 
tests negative twice for Ebola virus.

(2) Contact with body fluids should be avoided and washing with soap and 
water is recommended.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, WHO.

 

Syllabus GS 2:issues related to  
Question Free and fair elections is essential to ensure the electoral democracy.Discuss 

with reference to need of electoral reforms in India.
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The ball is set rolling for India’s 17th Lok Sabha elections.
 z The Election Commission (EC) has urged voters to vote freely, fearlessly, and 

make an informed and ethical choice. 
 z The numbers are staggering: 900 million eligible voters, a million voting 

booths, 10 million election officials (not counting security personnel), an 
expected 10,000 candidates for 545 seats, and more than 500 political parties 
in the fray.

 z There is much to celebrate about Indian democracy but many electoral reforms 
are pending for long, due to lack of political will or plain lethargy.

Introduction  z Free and fair elections are the backbone of any Democracy to function well.
 z However, despite the various loopholes in the electoral domain of India, 

Electoral reforms are overdue in India.
 z Electoral reforms refer to the introduction of the best practices in ensuring 

better democracy, clean politics, fair elections, ideal members of legislative 
houses, true representation and so on.

 z Articles 324-329 of the Indian Constitution deal with elections and electoral 
reforms.

 z A comprehensive agenda was laid out by the EC itself in a letter to the prime 
minister back in July 2004.

 z The gist of them is to make:
(1) The process more transparent.
(2) Disqualify criminal elements.
(3) Mandate greater disclosure of money power.
(4) Forge inner-party democracy and raise voter participation.

 z Other aspect of Electoral reformscontains the following:
(1) Freeing the election processes from muscle and money power.
(2) Prohibiting the nexus between business and politics and the nexus of 

Criminals and politics.
(3) Non-partisan role of media.
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Important 
Electoral 
Reforms so 
far

 z Lowering of Voting Age: 
(1) The Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1988 reduced the voting age 

from 21 years to 18 years for the Loksabha (house of the people) and state 
assembly elections.

(2) This has given the youth of the country an opportunity to participate and 
express their feeling in political processes.

 z Disclosure of Income:
(1) The Supreme Court made it mandatory for those contesting elections to 

disclose their sources of income and that of their family members.
(2) earlier, they only needed to reveal their income, not the sources.

 z Ceiling on election expenditure:
(1) Ceiling on election expenditure for a Loksabha seat has been increased to 

40 lakhs in bigger states and it varies between16 to 40 lakhs in other states 
and union territories.

(2) Similarly, ceiling on election expenditure has been increased in assembly 
elections to 16 lakhs in bigger states and it varies between 8 to16 lakhs in 
other states and union territories.

 z Speedy Trail:
(1) The court had also called for speedy trial of MPs, MLAs/MLCs facing with 

criminal charges.
(2) This led to the Union Finance Ministry allocating the finances to set up 

a dozen special courts to try criminal cases against politicians, including 
parliamentarians and state legislators.

 z Restriction on exit polls:
(1) Exit poll is an opinion survey regarding how electors have voted etc.
(2) Thus, conducting exist polls and publishing results of exit polls during the 

election to the Loksabha and state legislative assemblies during the period 
notified by the election commission shall be punishable with imprisonment 
up to 2 years and with fine or both.

Problems/ 
Challenges

 z The first-past-the-post (FPTP)electoral system seems to encourage polarization, 
since in a multi-corner contest, even a low vote share is enough to get you 
elected and this often involves an extreme ideological focus on a core voter 
base.

 z 3 M's:
(1) Elections are now vulnerable to the adverse influence of three ‘M’s: Money, 

Muscle and Media (including the social kind).
(2) The EC’s job is to minimize this influence and ensure voting free from fear 

and coercion, plus a level playing field.
 z Women's Representation:

(1) Women account for only 12% of the Lok Sabha.
(2) At least three states have zero female MPs. Less than 10% of candidates are 

women.
(3) Not so long ago, more than two-thirds of constituencies had no single 

female candidate.
(4) The Women’s Reservation Bill, meanwhile, has been pending in Parliament 

for over four decades.
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 z Wealth:
(1) Around 82% of all Lok Sabha members are crorepatis, i.e. have declared 

wealth of more than ₹1 crore.
(2) Their average wealth (declared via self-sworn affidavits) is around ₹14 crore. 

(In the Rajya Sabha, the average is ₹55 crore).
(3) The average income is around ₹31 lakh, which is 20 times India’s present 

per capita income.
 z Criminalisation of Politics:

(1) The proportion of MPs with criminal cases has been going up steadily, from 
12% to 15% to 21%, since 2004.

(2) Many cases are for heinous crimes like rape, murder, kidnapping and extortion.
(3) But the law does not bar them from contesting elections, even from prison.

Way Ahead  z The Standing Committee on Law and Justice submitted its report on Electoral Reforms.
 z Key observations and recommendations of the Committee were:
 z Election expenditure ceiling limit:

(1) The actual expenditure on elections has been more than the ceiling fixed by the 
ECI and it is alleged that candidates have been concealing election expenditure.

(2) The Committee recommended that election expenditure needs to be 
substantially enhanced and periodically reviewed.

 z Statutory backing to Model Code of Conduct:
(1) It is expedient to give statutory backing to the Model Code of Conduct 

leaving no vacuum for the Election Commission of India (ECI) to exercise its 
residuary power to enforce the Model Code of Conduct.

 z Power to derecognise political parties:The power of the ECI to derecognise 
political parties on account of violation of the Model Code of Conduct may be 
incorporated in the Representation of People Act, 1951.

 z Interference of the judiciary in the working of House related to anti-defection law:
(1) The anti-defection law (Tenth Schedule of the Constitution) states that the Speaker/

Chairman of the legislature is the final authority to decide on the disqualification of a 
legislator, and that this decision is not subject to judicial review.

(2) However, in 1993, the Supreme Court ruled that such a provision would be 
contrary to the basic structure of the Constitution.

 z Appeal from rejection of nomination papers:
(1) Currently, the decision of the Returning Officer in the case of rejection of 

nomination papers of the candidate is final.
(2) This can only be challenged in the High Court, as an election petition, after 

the election results are declared.
(3) Due to judicial delay, by the time the appeal is disposed off, the political 

prospects of contesting candidates is adversely affected.
 z Along with the above reforms,Reforming campaign finance 

laws,decriminalisation of politicsand bringing in a proper law fortransparent 
constitutional appointments to posts, such as that of the CEC are vital in 
Electoral reforms.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, PRS, ET.
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5    AIssue of parallel Government(LG's 
role in Puducherry

Syllabus  z GS2:Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal 
mechanisms and institutions.

Question  z Recently the issue parallel government has been witnessed between L-G and 
elected government of union territory. Critically analyze.

Why in 

news?

 z The Madras High Court has ruled that the Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) of 
Puducherry could not interfere with the day-to-day administration of the 
Union Territory when an elected government was in place.

 z The court has expressed the concern of incessant interference from the L-G 
would amount to running a parallel government.

Why the 
tussle has 
arose?

 z In 2017 MLA filed a petition in High Court that the LG conducting meetings 
with officers and giving on the spot orders tantamount to running a parallel 
government.

 z Complaints against LG:
(1) The government had accused LG of taking unilateral decisions.
(2) Complained about autocratic style of functioning of the LG.
(3) Helmet compulsion: LG had instructed people to wear helmet strictly. 

While government had suggested it to be in phased manner.
(4) Orders given through social media: It has been accused that the official 

orders for the secretaries and other officials have been given through social 
media, which was not the proper way of communication for official orders.

(5) Puducherry CM Narayanasamy had started dharna for various demands 
including increasing assistance under old age and widow pension schemes.

(6) CM has made allegations that LG does not give her approval to important 
welfare programmes.

What HC 

said?

 z LG cannot interfere in the day-to-day affairs of the elected government.
 z decision taken by the Council of Ministers and the Chief Minister is binding on 

the Secretaries and other officials.
 z Central government as well as the Administrator (the term used in the 

Constitution to refer to the L-G) should be true to the concept of democratic 
principles.

 z The High Court also says the Administrator is bound by the ‘aid and advice’ 
clause in matters over which the Assembly is competent to enact laws.

 z L-G has no independent decision-making powers. LG have to either act on 
the ‘aid and advice’ of the Council of Ministers or refer to the President for a 
decision any matter on which there is a difference.

 z The L-G’s power to refer any matter to the President to resolve differences 
should not mean “every matter”, the court has cautioned.

 z Orders taken by the elected government is final.
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Difference 
Between 
Administr-

ator & 
Lieutenant 
Governor

 z Lieutenant Governor is a head of Union territory same as governor for the 
state.

 z Union territories are headed by Administrators and Lieutenant Governor.
 z Administrator: Chandigarh, dadra & Nagar Haveli, daman & diu, Lakshadweep.
 z Lieutenant Governor:  delhi, Puducherry, Andaman & Nicobar Island.
 z Difference Administrators and Lieutenant Governor:

(1) An administrator should be a bureaucrat whereas the Lt. Gov. may not 
necessarily be a bureaucrat.

(2) Administrator can be a serving IAS officer but sometimes a retired army 
officer, IPS officers are also chosen.

(3) Lieutenant Governor is an upgradation of post earlier known as Chief 
Commissioner. Now only retired officers from Army, IAS and IPS officers 
are considered for this post and sometimes political or people with no 
background of administration are shortlisted for this post.

Administr-

ation of 
Union 
territories

 z Government of Union Territories Act, 1963: This act provides for a Legislative 
Assembly of Puducherry with a Council of Ministers to govern the UT.

 z Council of Ministers and its working: Section 44 of the Act says the Council of 
Ministers will aid and advise the LG in matters to make laws with respect to 
the Legislative Assembly of the Union Territory.

 z Section 22 of the Act: Under this prior sanction of the Administrator is required 
for certain legislative proposals these include:

 z bills or amendments that the Council of Ministers intends to move in the 
Legislative Assembly.

 z Provisions which deals with the constitution and organization of the court of 
the Judicial Commissioner.

 z Jurisdiction and powers of the court of the Judicial Commissioner.
 z Section 23 of the Act: This obligates UT government to seek the recommendation 

of the LG before moving a Bill or an amendment to provide for the imposition, 
abolition, remission, alteration or regulation of any tax.

 z Rules of business of the Government of Pondicherry, 1963:
(1) Under Rule 47 administrator exercises powers of regulating the conditions 

of service of persons serving in the UT government in consultation with the 
Chief Minister.

(2) In case of difference of opinion LG can refer the matter to the central 
government for the decision of the President.

Difference 
in status 
between 
powers of 
Delhi and 
Puducherry

 z The Puducherrylegislature is the creation of a parliamentary law, based on an 
enabling provision in Article 239A of the Constitution.

 z NCT legislature has been created by the Constitution itself under Article 
239AA.

 z The Supreme Court had described the NCT as sui generis.
 z NCT Assembly is limited in the extent of its legislative powers, as it is barred 

from dealing with the. subjects of public order, police and land
 z Puducherry Assembly can legislate on any issue under the Concurrent and 

State Lists. If the law is in conflict with a law passed by Parliament, the law 
passed by Parliament prevails.

 z Article 239A symbolize supremacy of legislature above the administration in 
case of UT Puducherry.
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Conclusion  z With this decision the Puducherry government scored a major legal victory.
 z The apex court cleared that the authority of the LG remains intact regarding 

the exercise of discretion under certain circumstances.
 z Court had made it clear that the authorities must be conscious of their 

constitutional duties.
 z The Union Territory needs utmost integrity, accountability and careful financial 

management to save it from running into a debt trap.
 z Most of all, people of Puducherry deserve quick decision making with 

accessible governance.
Source LiveLaw, Indian express, the hindu,

 

Syllabus  z GS2: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, 
transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.

Question  z Discuss the issue and constraints faced by RBI in implementing RTI effectively 
with respect to the views of Supreme Court.

Why in news?  z The Supreme Court recently ordered the Reserve bank of India to disclose its 
annual inspection reports of banks, along with the list of willful defaulters and 
information related to them under the Right to Information Act.

 z SC said RbI is “duty bound under the law" to disclose information sought 
under the RTI Act.

What is the 
issue?

 z 2015 SC judgment:
(1) Earlier RBI had argued that it cannot disclose the information sought under 

the RTI act.
(2) RBI said this on the grounds of economic interest, commercial confidence, 

fiduciary relationship or public interest.
(3) Rejecting this apex court in 2015 directed the central bank to disclose 

information under the provisions of the RTI Act.
(4) Court had observed that there was no fiduciary relationship between the 

RBI and the financial institutions.
(5) SC said that RBI had the statutory duty to uphold the public interests at 

large.
 z 2016 disclosure policy:

(1) Disclosure Policy of RBI in November 2016 was directly contrary to the 
court’s judgment of 2015.

(2) In this regard, the Bench was hearing contempt petitions filed against the 
RBI for not complying with the 2015 judgment.

What is 
the annual 
inspection 
report?

 z Annual financial inspection report looks risk-based supervision, credit risk, 
market risk and operational risk of any bank, to ascertain bank’s possibility of 
failure.

 z RBI conducts an annual financial inspection of all commercial banks.

6 SC-RBI Issue over RTI
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 z RBI is empowered under Section 35 of the Banking Regulation Act to conduct an 
inspection of banks to ensure they adhere to prescribed rules and regulations.

What are 
the points 
of conflict? 
What did RBI 
do?

 z In 2016 RBI refused to comply with demands made by activists under RTI to 
disclose copies of the annual inspection reports on banks such as the State 
bank of India, Axis bank, and ICICI bank despite orders from the Supreme 
Court.

 z The RBI also refused to provide information regarding the derivative losses 
suffered by banks and the fines imposed on banks by the RBI for violating 
various norms.

 z In early April, the SC quashed the RbI’s circular issued on February 12, 2018 
which directed banks to resolve their troubled loans within a period of 180 
days.

 z RBI was asked for information relating to the Sahara Group of Companies and 
Bank of Rajasthan.

Argument 
made by RBI 
in defense

 z RBI justified its non-disclosure on the ground that credit information of 
individual account holder is confidential under:
(1) Sections 27 and 34E of Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
(2) Section45E of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.
(3) Section 17(4) Credit Information Companies (Regulation) Act, 2005.

 z Disclosure can lead to the exposure of sensitive information that may not be in 
the commercial interest of banks or even in the interest of the wider economy.

 z Releasing information about defaulters can unfairly shame borrowers who 
may genuinely not be able to pay back their loans due to various financial 
difficulties.

 z Such shaming could have the unintended consequence of impeding genuine 
business activity in the economy.

What SC says 
in defence?

 z The SC held that Section 8(2) of the RTI Act permitted disclosure of even protected 
information under the Official Secrets Act, if public interest demands it.

 z Section 22 of the RTI Act gave RBI overriding effect on other legislations.
 z It was pointed out similar contentions raised by the RBI were rejected by the 

Supreme Court in RBI v Jayantilal N Mistry case in which SC held that RTI Act 
will override provisions of other legislations.

 z Information Officer required act as per the powers of the RTI Act and not 
under other Acts.

 z Every evasion of loan is misappropriation of public money, which public have 
a right to know.

 z Citizens have a democratic duty to scrutinize the way huge loans are being 
granted without securing them properly.

Why does 
this conflict 
matter?

 z Outcome of the conflict will determine the amount of information related to 
banks that will be made available to the public.

 z Better decision making in Investment: Supporters of the Supreme Court’s 
position believe that greater transparency will allow the general public and 
investors to make better decisions with their money.

 z It will point to the problem of willful defaults that has been plaguing banks.
 z Better credit discipline: The disclosure of the names of willful defaulters to 

the public will help bring better credit discipline in the country by exposing 
problems brewing within banks sooner rather than later
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Statistics 
showing 
some 
concerns with 
NPA

 z The amount ofwillful defaults has risen by four times in the last five years 
from ₹39,504 crore at the end of March 2014 to ₹1,61,213 crore at the end of 
december 2018.

 z The number of willful defaulters has doubled over the same period.
 z State Bank of India, the largest public sector bank, has suffered the largest 

amount of willful defaults among all banks.
 z It was observed that just 12 companies are estimated to account for 25% of 

the gross NPAs.
 z About 7,000 millionaires shifted their residence outside India or changed their 

citizenship, leaving the banks, economy of the nation, public exchequer and 
public sector banks bleeding.

 z The gross NPAs of public sector banks have increased by a whopping 311% in 
between 2013 and 2017.

Possible 
impact of the 
tussle

 z The Supreme Court may begin contempt proceedings against the RbI if it 
chooses to disobey its latest order.

 z Greater transparency will also help make the RbI more accountable.
 z If there are legitimate reasons for RBI to withhold certain information from 

the public domain, then SC order may lead to unintended consequences both 
within the financial sector and the broader economy.

 z Information contained in RBI annual inspection reports relating to banks is 
highly sensitive.

 z The central bank through these efforts tries to ensure that the banking system 
remains smooth with minimum disruptions. Hence, the court order has the 
potential to affect the regulatory process of the RBI.

Way forward  z If hundreds of crores of rupees of public money is not repaid by loanee 
then that information of the defaulter should not be called as confidential 
customer’s information.

 z RbI must disclose the names of willful defaulters and amount as well. Also 
mention any measures being taken to recover the money that belonged to 
people.

Conclusion  z The RBI, being a regulatory of banking activities have no legal duty to protect 
the interests of willful defaulters.

 z It is unfortunate that banks and Government are waging legal wars on the 
citizens who are seeking information to protect the names and other details 
of willful defaulters, despite land mark judgment of Supreme Court directing 
them to abide by the RTI Act.

 z If RbI does not respect the orders of SC and denies RTI, it will result in 
perpetuation of financial regime of secrecy that is potential enough to facilitate 
financial frauds and allow fraudulent rich & influential business persons to flee 
the country, as witnessed in recent times.

Source LiveLaw, The Hindu, Indian express, Livemint.
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Why is it in 
news?

 z PepsiCo sued 4 Gujarati farmers asking them to pay Rs. 1.05 Cr each.
 z According to Pepsico, as damages for infringing its rights by growing the potato 

variety used in its Lays chips. 

What is the 
issue?

 z FL 2027 variety: PepsiCo India  uses the registered variety of potatoes called 
FL 2027.

 z It is a hybrid of FL 1867 and Wischip varieties  for manufacturing chips for its 
brand.

 z The company is the registered breeder of FL 2027 under the Protection of Plant 
Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001. 

 z This entitles it to an exclusive right over the registered variety. 
 z Farmers are not authorised to grow this variety. 
 z According to Pepsico, by growing these potatoes without licence, the farmers 

in Gujarat are violating its statutory rights

What are 
contentions of 
Pepsico?

 z Farmers illegally cultivating the potato variety used in its Lays chips.
 z It charged at least nine farmers in 3-districts since 2018.
 z Secretly, they collected samples from farmers’ fields without disclosing the 

real intent. 
 z PepsiCo invoked Section 64 of the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ 

Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001.
 z It claimed infringement of its rights. 

What farmers 
are saying?

 z The issue comes under the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights 
(PPV&FR) Act, 2001.

 z The law allows them to grow and sell any variety of crop or even seed as long 
as they don’t sell branded seed of registered varieties. 

 z Section 39 (1) (iv) : 
 ¾ Section 39 (1) (iv) of the same Act specifically says that a farmer is allowed 

to save, use, sow, resow, exchange, share or sell his farm produce including 
seed of a variety protected under this Act. He is not punishable as long as, he 
does not sell “Branded Seed”. 

IPR in 
Agriculture

 z Agriculture in India was originally outside the purview of intellectual property 
laws.

 z Since the 1980s, India has been under pressure from developed countries to 
bring plant varieties within the definition of intellectual property.

 z Sui generis system: Under the WTO’s TRIPS Agreement, India’s choice was 
to protect plant varieties by either allowing patentability or by enacting laws 
specific to its own societies (a “sui generis system”).

 z Plant breeders’ rights : India settled for the sui generis system, based on the 
concept of plant breeders’ rights. 

7 Potato Issue of Gujrat Farmers
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PPV&FR Act, 
2001:
(Source: Down 
to earth)

 z It is enacted by India in 2001 adopting sui generis system.
(1) It is in conformity with International Union for the Protection of New 

Varieties of Plants (UPOV), 1978.
(2) The legislation recognizes the contributions of both:

(a) commercial plant breeders 
(b) farmers in plant breeding activity
(c) It also provides to implement TRIPs in a way that supports the specific 

socio-economic interests of all the stakeholders including private, 
public sectors and research institutions, as well as resource-constrained 
farmers.

 z Objectives of the PPV & FR Act, 2001:
 ¾ Protection of plant varieties: To establish an effective system for the 

protection of plant varieties, the rights of farmers and plant breeders and to 
encourage the development of new varieties of plants.

 ¾ Facilitate the growth of seed industry in the country which will ensure the 
availability of high quality seeds and planting material to the farmers.

Current stand 
on issue:

 z PepsiCo says it has agreed to withdraw the cases.
 z The Company has agreed to withdraw cases against farmers.
 z Company said  to find a long term and an amicable resolution of all issues 

around seed protection.
 z This decision applies to the nine farmers PepsiCo has sued over the last two 

years for allegedly growing its registered potato variety which is used for Lays 
chips. 

 The Hindu, Down to earth, Indian express
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8 UN designated Masood Azhar as
global terrorist under 1267 

Syllabus  z GS2: India and its neighborhood- relations.
 z GS3: Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to 

internal security.
Question  z Listing of Masood Azhar as a Global terrorist has opened new phase in India-

China-Pakistan. Analyze.
Why in news?  z United Nations Security Council has designated Jaish-e-Mohammed chief 

Masood Azhar as a global terrorist.
 z He was named a global terrorist by the UNSC 1267 Al-Qaeda Sanctions 

Committee after China lifted its hold on a proposal.
More in news  z What is the issue?

(1) In 2009, India moved a proposal by itself to designate Masood Azhar a 
terrorist.

(2) In 2016 again India moved the proposal with the P3 - the United States, the 
United Kingdom and France in the UN's 1267 Sanctions Committee to ban 
Azhar.

(3) In 2017, the P3 nations moved a similar proposal again. 
(4) However, on all occasions China had vetoed India's proposal from being 

adopted by the Sanctions Committee.
 z 1267 sanctions committee:

(1) It is a committee under UN security council, under which china kept a 
technical hold for the designation.

(2) It was established under Resolution 1267 in 1999, which imposed limited 
sanctions on the Taliban.

(3) Under this committee veto doesn’t considered by permanent members.
 z Significance:

(1) The UN decision to designate Masood Azhar a global terrorist marks a 
major victory for India's decade-long diplomatic efforts towards this goal.

(2) This is also the first time that a terrorist is being listed by the UN following 
an attack in Pulwama which claimed the lives of 40 security personnel in 
February this year.

 z In the past:
(1) Hafiz Saeed and Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi leaders of Lashkar-e-Taiba were 

banned for 2008 Mumbai terror attack.
(2) Jaish-e-Mohammad was designated a banned organization after the 2001 

parliament attack.
(3) Pakistan is home of 22 UN-designated terrorist entities.

What 
happens 
when the

 z Asset freeze: All member states of the United Nations are required to freeze 
without delay the funds and other financial assets or economic resources of 
designated individuals and entities.
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committee 
designates 
someone 
as a global 
terrorist?

 z Travel ban: All member states are required to prevent the entry into or transit 
through their territories by designated individuals.

 z Arms embargo: All member states are required to prevent the direct or indirect 
supply, sale and transfer from their territories or using their flag vessels or 
aircraft, of arms and related materiel of all types, spare parts, and technical 
advice, assistance, or training related to military activities, to designated 
individuals and entities.

Why china 
shields JeM?

 z CPEC:
(1) China-Pakistan economic corridor runs across the length of Pakistan.
(2) It links Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang province to Gwadar seaport of Pakistan 

in south.
(3) China has invested $40 billion in around 45 projects, about half of it are 

near completion.
(4) Though it CPEC is important to Pakistan for development, but it is critical 

for china.
(5) And it is for the protection of this china is showing favor to Pakistan.
(6) In Pakistan there are various power groups such as ISI, army, and other 

militant groups, since china doesn’t want to anger them and seek support 
from them.

 z To annoy India:
(1) India is in short list of economic giants who have refused to participate in 

BRI
(2) This opposition is because of CPEC runs through POK.
(3) China also looks to tie down India to south Asia, china genuinely looks India 

as competitor. It also frustrate India by blocking India’s entry in to NSG.
 z Past reasons:

(1) India’s growing proximity to the US, sheltering Tibetan leader Dalai Lama, 
and Pakistan’s role in China’s One Belt One Road strategy are said to be 
among factors behind China protecting Pakistan’s interests.

What are the 
implications?

 z On Pakistan:
(1) It will force Pakistan to act against him and individuals and entities associated 

with him.
(2) This will effectively mean total immobilization of Azhar and shutdown of 

his organization.
 z China get favors from Pak:

(1) Chinese position has also been attributed to Pakistan’s support for China 
within groupings like the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation and others 
like the Non-Aligned Movement where China has no representation.

 z India and China ties:
(1) India and China have been in the process of slowly mending ties after a 73-

day military standoff in 2017.
(2) Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping met four 

times last year including in April 2018 in Wuhan in a bid to stabilize ties 
rocked by the standoff.

(3) There were high level visits to India including by the Chinese defence and 
foreign ministers as part of the efforts to mend ties.

 z India-Pakistan relations:
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(1) India and Pakistan have fought three wars since independence from Britain 
in 1947. 

(2) Violence in the state of Jammu and Kashmir has claimed more than 47,000 
lives since.

(3) Modi has described Pakistan as a "terror factory" that exports extremism to 
surrounding nations.

(4) India said its fighter jets had violated Pakistan airspace and claimed they 
launched missiles targeting terror camps run by JeM.

(5) The next day, Pakistan jets attempted to violate Indian airspace and 
dropped bombs at the de facto border shared by the two countries.

(6) In a subsequent dogfight, India lost a plane and its pilot in Pakistan territory. 
As a goodwill gesture, Pakistan released the pilot the next day.

 z Reason behind enhanced support from west:
(1) India agreed upon US sanctions on Iran and to stop buying oil from Iran. 
(2) This has direct relation to have effect for support of designating azhar as 

terrorist.
Conclusion  z UN ban on Azhar would send out a “strong political signal" that Pakistan was 

harboring a UN-proscribed terrorist. 
 z It is a strong statement that stands on its own when one looks at the sheer 

numbers of UN-proscribed terrorists and terrorist groups that are present and 
active in Pakistan.

Source The hindu, The wire, Livemint, the economic times
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Syllabus  z GS2:Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on 
India’s interests

 z GS3:Infrastructure: Energy; Indian Economy. 
Question  z USA has announced Iran sanctions which will have impact India-Iran relations. 

Analyze its impact on India and government’s measure to deal with it. 
Why in news?  z USA has announced that it would not extend 180-day waiver it had granted to 

eight countries, including India, to purchase oil from Iran beyond May 1, 2019. 
Special Case 
for Chabahar 
port

 z Strategic Chabahar port has been given separate exception.
 z It will not be impacted by USA's decision not to renew exemptions. 
 z The US State official said exception is for reconstruction assistance and 

economic development for Afghanistan
 z despite this waiver on the Chabahar port, banks in India and Afghanistan that 

planned to finance trade through the port are now being restricted by U.S 
sanctions. 

Background  z Reasons for USA’s Sanctions:
(1) USA believes that Iran is promoting terrorism and generating illegal nuclear 

weapons. 
(2) Apprehensive of this, USA also withdrew from IRAN nuclear deal (Joint 

Comprehensive plan of Action) last year. 
(3) USA wants to isolate Iran and established government based on Western 

Democratic Principles. 
(4) For this USA has been imposing sanctions on the countries dealing with 

Iranian oil. In November 2018, USA exempted eight countries, including 
India, from this sanction for 180 days, which has USA has declined to extend 
further.  

India’s Oil 
Security

 z India, third-largest oil importer, imports 80% crude oil. 
 z Share of Domestic production in India’s oil consumption is declining due to 

increasing oil demand. 
 z Iran as India’s Oil basket: 

(1) India is Iran’s top oil buyer after China. In 2018-19, it imported 23.5 million 
tons from Iran, almost 10% of its total 220.4 million tons of crude imports 
was from Iran.

(2) Supply from Iran provides some benefits in the form of credit and prices. 
Majority of payment for Iranian oils are made in Indian rupee. 

(3) India won’t get such benefits from other partners.
Potential 
Impact

 z Increase in Oil Prices: 
(1) Sudden decrease in the supply of Oil in International market will lead to 

increase in oil prices.
(2) Indian oil importers have already stopped placing orders for Iranian oil in 

compliance with the U.S. diktat on “zeroing out” imports.

9 USA's sanctions on Iran:Threat to 
India's oil Security
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 z Current Account Deficit:
(1) Higher crude oil prices will widen the trade deficit and current account 

deficit.
(2) According to CARE, a permanent increase in crude oil prices by 10% could 

translate into the current account deficit increasing by 0.4-0.5% of GDP.
 z Rupee:

(1) An increase in the import bill will put pressure on the rupee which will lead 
to appreciation of rupee.  

(2) This will further increase the cost of imports. 
 z Inflation: There could be significant impact on inflation, given how crude oil 

prices move and the extent to which the government allows the pass-through 
to the consumer. 

 z Fiscal Impact: There could be a two-pronged impact on government finances 
— both on the revenue side and on the expenditure side
(1) Revenue Side Impact: Higher oil prices mean more revenue for the states 

as tax is ad valorem. 
(2) Expenditure Side: would primarily be on account of fuel subsidy such as 

LPG and Kerosene outlays. 
 z International Trade: 

(1) As a retaliation, Iran announced it will block the trade through Strait of 
Hurmuz (world’s most critical chock point). 

(2) Though, legally it can’t be done. However, if Iran pushes for it, it will have 
global ramifications. 

 z Iran Nuclear deal: such sanctions may prompt Iran to pull out of Nuclear deal. 
 z India-Iran relations: 

(1) India Iran are closely working on other International agreement such as 
North-South Trade Corridor, Ashaghabad Agreement etc.  

(2) Compliance with USA sanctions will adversely impact India-Iran relations, 
and possibility of cooperation in International agreements.

India’s 
measures for 
Oil security

 z Strategic Petroleum Reserves: 
(1) India’s strategic crude oil storages are currently located at Visakhapatnam 

(1.33mt), Mangalore (1.5 mt) and Padur (2.5mt).
(2) Recently Union cabinet approved construction of an additional 6.5 million 

tones (mt) of strategic crude oil reserves.
 z Diversification of Oil imports: 

(1) First long-term LNG cargo from the US was received on March 30, 2018.
(2) Indian oil companies had until February 2018 acquired stakes in 27 countries. 

 z National Biofuel Policy 2018: To reduce dependence on imports of crude oil is 
major goal of NBP 2018. 

 z Renewable Energy:India has committed (Nationally Determined Contribution 
under Paris Agreement 2015) to produce 40% of its energy requirement from 
renewable energy sources by 2030.

 z Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP): 
(1)  Four main facets of this policy are:

 ¾ uniform license for exploration and production of all forms of hydrocarbon,
 ¾ an open acreage policy,
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 ¾ easy to administer revenue sharing model and
 ¾ marketing and pricing freedom for the crude oil and natural gas produced

(1) This will increase the production and efficiency in India. 
 z Promotion of Electric Vehicle: Under Fame Phase 2, government aims to 30% 

electrification of all vehicles by 2030. 
Way forward  z India should insure that such sanctions do not impact India’s trade with Central 

Asian countries through Chabbhar port.
 z As domestic oil supply cannot meet India’s growing oil demand, India should 

further diversify its sources. 
 z India should work closely with European countries in ensuring that Iran does 

not feel compelled to walk out of the nuclear deal, and to jointly build a 
sanctions-immune financial infrastructure to facilitate Iranian trade.

Source The Hindu, livemint, economic times,
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What Madras HC suggested on age of consent & age gap, and the 
implications

Why in news?  z Madras High Court made two significant suggestions while acquitting a 
young accused of sexual assault charges under the POCSO Act:
(1) The age for the definition of a child be taken as 16 rather than 18.
(2) The Act account for the difference in age between the offender and the 

girl involved in consensual sex.
More in news  z Court’s judgement:

(1) The definition of ‘Child’ under Section 2(d) of the POCSO Act can be 
redefined as 16 instead of 18. 

(2) Any consensual sex after the age of 16 or bodily contact or allied acts 
can be excluded from the rigorous provisions of the POCSO Act and such 
sexual assault can be tried under more liberal provision.

(3) This will help to distinguish the cases of teen age relationship after 16 
years, from the cases of sexual assault on children below 16 years.

(4) The Act can be amended to the effect that the age of the offender ought 
not to be more than five years or so than the consensual victim girl of 16 
years or more.

 z Demand for decriminalization of consensual sex:
(1) A senior Supreme Court advocate called for decriminalization of 

consensual sex between those aged between 16 and 18.
(2) This provision denies young person falling in this age bracket for 

consensual sex and subjects them to the control of families which 
motivated by caste, communal or orthodox and regressive views which 
leads to lodge false criminal complaints.

(3) Various studies tell us in the age group between 16-18, there is a lot of 
experimental consensual sexual acts that take place. 

(4) In most of the cases, the parents of the girl lodge a complaint against the 
boy that it was non-consensual. 

(5) The issue of consent would have to be decided from the circumstances rather 
than putting the victim on the stand and asking her if she gave consent.

(6) The judgement will help eliminate the unwarranted criminalization of 
consensual or romantic sexual relations.

 z Way forward:
(1) There can always be a discussion on what should be the age gap between 

alleged offender and victim.
(2) Criminalizing the act just because there is age gap is a very Indian and 

patriarchal concept.
(3) Law at present on this subject is very harsh and does not leave any scope for 

details and dynamics of a relationship to be considered by courts.

1 Polity
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(4) If an older man uses his power and position to exploit a younger woman 
it must be seen into the prism of power relationship and hierarchies, 
but the age difference should not be treated as crime.

Source •	 Indian express

Puducherry L-G cannot interfere with administration, rules HC
Why in news?  z The Madras High Court has that the Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) of 

Puducherry could not interfere with the day-to-day administration of the 
Union Territory when an elected government was in place.

 z The court said incessant interference from the L-G would amount to running 
a parallel government.

More in news  z What Court said?
(1) The Central government as well as the Administrator [the term used in 

the Constitution to refer to the Lieutenant-Governor] should be true to 
the concept of democratic principles.

(2) Otherwise, the constitutional scheme of the country of being democratic 
and republic would be defeated.

(3) The judge made it clear that government secretaries were bound to take 
instructions from the ministers concerned and the Council of Ministers, 
headed by the CM, besides reporting to them on official matters. 

(4) The secretaries are not empowered to issue orders on their own or 
upon the instructions of the Administrator.

 z Powers conferred under Articles 239A and 239AA:
(1) The court said though Article 239AA imposes several restrictions on the 

legislature of Delhi, no such restrictions had been imposed explicitly in 
the case of Puducherry under Article 239A.

(2) While the LG of Delhi is also guided by the Government of National 
Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991, and the Transaction of Business 
of the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Rules, 1993, 
the LG of Puducherry is guided mostly by the Government of Union 
Territories Act, 1963.

Source The Hindu

High Security Registration Plates
Why in news?  z The National Informatics Centre (NIC) blocked access to the Transport Mission 

Mode Project’s pan-India application ‘Vahan’ for vehicle registration on a 
directive of the Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH).

 z The issuing of certificate of registration (RC) for all classes of motor vehicles 
has been blocked in the country for not integrating high security registration 
plate (HSRP) with the Vahan database.

More in news  z Why such move?
(1) April 1 was the date from when all classes of motor vehicles hitting 

the road and being registered had to be fitted with tamper-proof high 
security registration plate having many inbuilt security features.

(2) Automobile manufacturers had been entrusted by MoRTH with the task 
of issuing the “security licence plate, including the third registration 
mark”. This has not been achieved yet.
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 z High Security Registration Plates:
(1) Rule 50 of Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 provides for display of 

registration marks on the motor vehicles in the form of security licence 
plate of the prescribed specifications.

(2) Implementation of the provisions of the aforesaid rule comes within 
jurisdiction of State Governments.

 z Prominent features:
(1) Chromium based hot-stamped hologram with Chakra image protects 

against counterfeiting.
(2) A retro-reflective film, bearing a verification inscription ‘India’ at 

45-degree inclination.
(3) The permanent identification number of minimum 7 digits to be laser 

branded into the reflective sheeting on the bottom-hand side of the 
registration plate preceded by alpha-numeric identification.

Source The Hindu, PIB

SC view on foreigner’s detention defies constitutional obligations
Why in news?  z A rights body has said the apex court’s remark on the detention of ‘foreigners’ 

in Assam was unfortunate and flies in the face of India’s constitutional and 
international obligations.

 z A rights body comprising a retired Supreme Court judge and a former Assam 
police chief.

 z The statement was in reference to Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi’s 
admonition of Assam Chief Secretary for proposing a method for the release 
of foreign prisoners in detention beyond their term of sentence for illegal 
entry.

More in news  z Views of SC:
(1) Detention of foreigners that accounts from Assam indicate arbitrariness 

and not rule of law.
(2) It is often used to define those who came post 1971 from Bangladesh of 

whatever religious denomination and those who are Indian nationals.
(3) Statement issued by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) 

said that, Lakhs are in a limbo and now fear that they may become 
stateless.

 z Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI):
(1) An independent, non-partisan, international non-governmental 

organization, headquatered in New Delhi, India, working for the 
practical realization of human rights across the Commonwealth.

(2) In 1987, several Commonwealth associations founded CHRI as a response 
to South Africa’s policy of racism.

(3) CHRI's objectives are to promote awareness of and adherence to the 
Harare Commonwealth Declaration, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and other internationally recognized human rights 
instruments, as well as domestic instruments supporting human rights 
in member states.

Source The hindu
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The challenge for EC in Telangana’s Nizamabad, why it sets a precedent
Why in news?  z EC faced with an unprecedented 185 candidates in Nizamabad which was 

more than most Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) can handle. 
 z The EC considered going back to paper ballots for the 15.5 lakh voters but, 

in the end, conducted the biggest ever exercise carried out using EVMs.
More in news  z Nizamabad voting: Getting the EVMs

(1) 2nd generation (M2) EVM: This can accommodate 64 names, with 16 
names per Ballot Unit connected to it.

(2) It briefly led to calls for paper ballots. But this was an opportunity to 
prove their efficacy.

(3) 3rd generation (M3) EVM: This can connect to 24 Ballot Units, with 384 
names.

 z Challenges:
(1) Shortage of machines: 

 z Electronics Corporation of India Limited, the designated EVM 
manufacturer in Hyderabad, did not have enough M3 machines.

 z An urgent delivery was then sought from Bharat Electronics Limited 
in Bangalore.

(2) Several last-minute adjustments: A warehouse and a college building 
were arranged at the last minute to store M3 EVMs.

(3) Economy of space: At 16 names to a Ballot Unit, the 186 options each 
EVM needed to connect with an unprecedented 12 Ballot Units.

(4) The L-shaped layout led to a new challenge space.
(5) Outside every polling station room, a large hoarding depicting symbols 

against each candidate was placed so that voters could familiarize 
themselves with the layout

Source Indian express

Anti-Defection Law
Why in news?  z Supreme Court stays disqualification proceedings against three AIADMK 

MLAs.
More in news  z Anti-Defection Law:

(1) The anti-defection law was passed by parliament in 1985. 
(2) The 52nd amendment to the Constitution added the Tenth Schedule 

which laid down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on 
grounds of defection.

 z What SC says?
(1) MP or MLA are deemed to have defected if he either voluntarily resigned 

from his party or disobeyed the directives of the party leadership on a vote.
(2) If the member has taken prior permission Independent members would 

be disqualified if they joined a political party. 
(3) Nominated members who were not members of a party could choose 

to join a party within six months; after that period, they were treated as 
a party member or independent member or is condoned by the party 
within 15 days from such voting or abstention, the member shall not be 
disqualified.
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 z Exceptions:
(1) Any person elected as speaker or chairman could resign from his party 

and rejoin the party if he demitted that post. 
(2) A party could be merged into another if at least two-thirds of its 

party legislators voted for the merger (Initially it was one third 91st 
amendment act made it two third). 

(3) The law initially permitted splitting of parties, but that has now been 
outlawed.

Source The hindu

How EC evolved, what rules it follows in case of disagreement
Why in news?  z Recently role of ECI have been in light related violation of Model Code of 

Conduct during election campaign.
 z The ECI mainly has administrative functions in the preparation of electoral 

rolls and conduct of elections. 
 z The Commission has to exercise its powers and perform its functions under 

Article 324 in conformity with the provisions of Sections 9 to 11 of The 
Election Commission Act, 1991.

Background  z When ECI become a three-member body?
(1) From January 26, 1950 until 1989 the ECI was a single-member body 

with only a Chief Election Commissioner (CEC).
(2) ECI was expanded just ahead of the elections to the ninth Lok Sabha, 

against the backdrop of differences between PM Rajiv Gandhi and CEC 
R V S Peri Sastri.

(3) On October 7, 1989, the government, through a notification issued by 
President R Venkataraman, created two positions in the ECI in addition 
to that of the CEC.

(4) The three-member arrangement only lasted for 70 days after Lok Sabha 
elections of 1989.

(5) Article 324 of the Constitution vests the “superintendence, direction 
and control of elections” in an Election Commission consisting “of the 
Chief Election Commissioner

 z How did the ECI revert to become a one-member body?
(1) Soon after coming to power, the National Front government of Prime Minister 

V P Singh rescinded the Presidential notification of October 7, 1989.
(2) supreme court has observed that more heads were better than one in a 

body that had to perform important constitutional functions.
(3) The Union government then enacted The Chief Election Commissioner 

and Election Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Act, 1991.
(4) This act gave the CEC a status equal to that of a Supreme Court judge, 

and his retirement age was fixed at 65 years.
(5) ECs were given the status of High Court judges, and their retirement 

age was fixed at 62 years.
 z How did the ECI become a multi-member body again?

(1) During P V Narasimha Rao as PM the Chief Election Commissioner and 
Election Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Act, 1991 was amended 
by an Ordinance.
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  (2) Name of the law was changed to The Election Commission (Conditions 
of Service of Election Commissioners and Transaction of Business) Act, 
1991.

(2) CEC and the ECs equal by giving all three the status of a Supreme Court 
judge, retiring at the age of 65 years.

(3) New chapter titled ‘Transaction of Business’, containing Sections 9, 10 
and 11, was introduced in the Act.

(4) Transaction of Business containing Sections 9, 10 and 11 envisaged 
that the CEC and the ECs would act in such a manner that there was 
unanimity in their decision making.

Power and 
other provisions

 z What is the nature of the powers of the Election Commission of India?
(1) In Mohinder Singh Gill &Anr vs CEC case Supreme Court ruled that 

“Article 324 vests powers or duties which are essentially administrative, 
and marginally, even judicative or legislative”.

(2) ECI mainly has administrative functions in the preparation of electoral 
rolls and conduct of elections. 

(3) The three Sections apply to all the items of business transacted by the 
Commission — whether administrative, judicative or legislative.

 z What happens if any of the Election Commissioners dissent?
(1) If some difference of opinion persists such dissent is recorded in the file.
(2) All opinions carry equal weight, which means the CEC can be overruled 

by the two ECs.
(3) In a case of judicative nature the dissenting member may like to record 

a separate opinion/order.
(4) For example, separate opinions were recorded by the two ECs and the 

CEC in 2009 in the matter of alleged disqualification of Sonia Gandhi on 
the conferment of an honour by the government of Belgium.

(5) Despite the existence of the provision to take decisions by majority since 
1993, very rarely has dissent been recorded.

Source Indian express.

SC/ST quota in promotions: Supreme Court OKs Karnataka law
Why in news?  z The Supreme Court upheld the validity of a new Karnataka law, granting 

reservation in promotion to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST) 
employees.

More in news  z Background:
(1) Karnataka Govt. has Extended Consequential Seniority to Government 

Servants on the Basis of Reservation (to the Posts in the Civil Services 
of the State) Act 2018, which gives a one-time promotion to SC/ST 
employees, and is referred to as a catch-up clause.

(2) In 2002 Karnataka government had enacted a similar law which was 
challenged for its validity under the Constitution. 

(3) In 2017, 2002 law on reservation in promotions had been quashed.
(4) In 2006M Nagaraj vs Union of India case, a Constitutional Bench had 

upheld the validity of the proposal though it said that quantifiable data 
had to be collected by the state to determine backwardness of the SC/
STs.
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(5) The 2018 law protects consequential seniority from April 24, 1978. 
(6) The Karnataka legislature enacted the 2018 law after the Supreme Court 

invalidated the 2002 Act in B K Pavitra vs Union of India (B K Pavitra 1).
Views of SC  z Principle of meritocracy:

(1) Providing of reservation for SCs and STs is not at odds with the principle 
of meritocracy. 

(2) Merit must not be limited to narrow and inflexible criteria such as one’s 
rank in a standardized exam.

(3) It rather must flow from the actions a society seeks to reward, 
including the promotion of equality in society and diversity in public 
administration.

 z Constitution is a transformative document:
(1) Core of the present case is based on the constitutional content of 

equality.
(2) Constitution was intended to be of bringing about social change in a 

caste-based feudal society witnessed by centuries of oppression of and 
discrimination against the marginalized. 

(3) Realization of the transformative potential of the Constitution has 
been founded on the evolution of equality, away from its formal 
underpinnings to its substantive potential.

 z Views of SC on Article 335:
(1) Article 335 recognizes that special measures need to be adopted for 

considering the claims of SCs and STs in order to bring them to a level-
playing field.

(2) Proviso is an aid of fostering the real and substantive right to equality to 
the SCs and STs.

(3) The proviso is not a qualification to the substantive part of Article-335 
but it embodies a substantive effort to realize substantive equality. 

(4) The proviso also emphasizes that the need to maintain the efficiency 
of administration cannot be construed as a fetter on adopting these 
special measures designed to uplift and protect the welfare of the SCs 
and STs.

(5) Efficiency of administration in the affairs of the Union or of a State must 
be defined in an inclusive sense, where diverse segments of society find 
representation as a true aspiration of governance by and for the people.

(6) If this benchmark of efficiency is grounded in exclusion, it will produce a 
pattern of governance which is skewed against the marginalized.

Source •	 Indian express

SC pushes for full strength, rejects rethink on new judges
Why in news?  z Supreme Court Collegium has recommended the names of two judges to 

the apex court and rejected the government’s disapproval to the elevation 
of two others as top court judges.

 z If the four judges are elevated without delay, the Supreme Court would 
reach the full sanctioned strength of 31.

More in news  z What collegium said?
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(1) Collegium refused the government’s request to reconsider the elevate 
Jharkhand High Court and Guwahati High Court Chief Justices Aniruddha 
Bose and A.S. Bopanna respectively.

(2) The Collegium said their names were recommended after considering all 
parameters.

(3) The Collegium said there is no reason to agree with the government as 
there is nothing adverse found in the two judges’ conduct, competence 
or integrity.

(4) Now, the government is bound to appoint Justices Bose and Bopanna to 
the Supreme Court.

 z Supreme Court Collegium
(1) The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation 

of judges/lawyers to Supreme Court and transfers of judges of High 
Courts and Apex Court are decided by a forum of the CJI and the four 
senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.

(2) Article 124 to 147 in Part V of the Indian Constitution envisages the 
powers, independence and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.

(3) There is no direct mention of the Collegium either in the original 
Constitution of India or in successive amendments.

(4) This system of appointment of judges came into existence after the 
Third Judges Case which interpreted constitutional articles on October 
28, 1998.

(5) As the work of the court increased and cases began to accumulate, 
parliament increased the number of judges(including CJI) from the 
original 8 in 1950 to 11 in 1956, 14 in 1960, 18 in 1978, 26 in 1986 and 
31 in 2009 (current strength).

Source The hindu

HC: United Nations not a State under Article 12
Why in news?  z The Delhi High Court has ruled that the United Nations is not a State under 

Article 12 of the Constitution of India and is not amenable to its jurisdiction 
under Article 226 of the Constitution.

More in news  z Reason behind:
(1) An Indian diplomat convicted by a US Federal Court and sentenced to 

97 months of imprisonment and two years of mandatory probation, was 
released and deported to India in May 2014.

(2) In his petition, he claimed that due process was not followed in his case.
(3) He had written a letter to the Ministry of External Affairs seeking a 

grant of permission to initiate legal action against the United Nations 
Organization (UNO) under section 86 of Civil Procedure Code, 1908.

(4) The Ministry replied that the consent of the Government of India is not 
required to initiate a legal suit against UNO as it is not a foreign state 
and is only an Internal Organization.

 z What was said by MEA further?
(1) UNO and its officials enjoy immunity under the United Nations (Privileges 

and Immunities) Act, 1947. 
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(2) As per Section 2 of Article II of the Schedule of Act, 1947, UNO has 
immunity from every form of legal process except insofar as in any 
particular case it has expressly waived its immunity.

 z In Article 12 the term ‘State’ includes:
(1) The Government and Parliament of India: the term “State” includes 

Government of India (Union Executive) and the Parliament of India 
(Union Legislature).

(2) The Government and the Legislature of a State i.e., the State Executive 
and the legislature of each state. 

(3) All local authorities and Other authorities within the territory of India; 
or under the control of the Central Government.

Source The hindu

Disclosing dissent: on EC’s decision to not record split opinions
Why in news?  z The rejection of the demand of one of the Election Commissioners that 

dissenting opinions be recorded in the orders passed by the three-member 
Election Commission on complaints of violations of the Model Code of 
Conduct may be technically and legally right. 

 z However, there was indeed a strong case for acceding to the demand of 
Ashok Lavasa at least in regard to complaints against high functionaries such 
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

More in news  z How Mr. Lavasa’s dissenting opinion may have been relevant enough to 
merit inclusion in the EC’s orders?
(1) EC criticized for giving a series of ‘clean chits’ to the PM, despite some 

questionable remarks that appeared to solicit votes in the name of the 
armed forces. 

(2) Unexplained delay of several weeks in disposing of complaints against Mr. Modi. 
(3) It is in this context that Mr. Lavasa’s dissenting opinion may have been 

relevant enough to merit inclusion in the EC’s orders. 
(4) After all, the public is aware of the allegedly offending actions and 

remarks, and is entitled to be informed if the decision was not unanimous. 
(5) In this hotly contested election, one in which the level of discourse was 

abysmally low, the onus on the poll panel to maintain a level-playing 
field and enforce the election code was quite high. 

(6) Making public a dissent in the final order would have deepened the 
popular understanding of the issues in play.

 z What are the Legal Provisions?
(1) EC requires to transact business unanimously as far as possible, therefore, 

there is nothing wrong if decisions are made by a 2:1 ratio. 
(2) The apparent justification for excluding any dissent from the final order, 

but merely recording it in the file.
(3) Is that the practice of including dissent is limited to quasi-judicial matters 

such as allotment of symbols? 
respective positions.

Source The Hindu.
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Fani is India’s strongest April cyclone in 43 years, say meteorologists
Why in news?  z Cyclonic storm Fani, is the first severe cyclonic storm to have formed in April 

in India’s oceanic neighbourhood.
More in news  z Climate change is the reason:

(1) Severe cyclones defined as generating maximum windspeeds of 89-117 
kmph, can form any time.

(2) They tend to be concentrated in November after the monsoonor around 
May, when the monsoon prepares to arrive in Kerala in June.

(3) Head of IMD said that this is a cyclone that is forming due to the warming 
of the Bay of Bengal basin.

 z Data from the IMD’s cyclone-statistics:
(1) From 1965-2017, the Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea have collectively 

registered 46 severe cyclonic storms. 
(2) As many as 28 of them were from October-December. 
(3) Seven of them have been in May and only two were recorded in April.
(4) Tropical cyclones in the Indian neighbourhood begin as ‘depressions’ or 

a gradual build-up of warm air and pockets of low pressure. 
(5) About 35% of such formations intensify to ‘cyclones’ and only 7% 

intensify to very severe cyclone. 
(6) About 20-30 severe tropical storms occur around the world every year.

 z Predictions about Fani:
(1) Cyclone Fani is expected to graduate to an ‘extremely severe cyclonic 

storm’ and make landfall in Orissaby May 4.
(2) Fani’s slow progress it is now moving at 11-18 kmph was also a matter 

of worry as the longer it hovered in the ocean, the more moisture and 
energy it gained from the ocean and the stronger its impact along the 
coast.

Source The hindu

Denisovans lived in Tibetan Plateau, fossil evidence shows
Why in news?  z Analysis of a fossil jawbone containing molars recovered from Baishiya 

Karst cave in Xiahe, Gansu, China shows Denisovans lived in the Tibetan 
Plateau some 1,60,000 years ago.

More in news  z Denisova hominins:
(1) Denisova hominins are an extinct species or subspecies of archaic 

humans in the genus Homo. 
(2) Pending its taxonomic status, it currently carries temporary species 

or subspecies names Homo denisova, Homo altaiensis, Homo sapiens 
denisova, or Homo sp. Altai.

Environment2
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(3) The first evidence for Denisovans or Denisova hominins was first 
discovered in 2008 in a cave in the Altai mountains in Siberia. 

(4) This is the first time evidence of Denisovan presence has been found 
outside the Denisova cave.

 z Lived at high altitude:
(1) Fossil remains conclusively prove that Denisovans lived in the Tibetan 

Plateau at an altitude of 3,280 metres much earlier — 1,60,000 years 
ago.

(2) It was contrary to popular belief that high altitude regions were inhabited 
only by modern humans dating back to less than 40,000 years.

 z What allow them to live in low oxygen environments?
(1) Previous genetic studies have found that modern humans living in the 

Tibetan Plateau carried a special gene variant — EPAS1 (Endothelial 
PAS Domain Protein 1) — that allowed them to cope with low oxygen 
(hypoxia) environments typical of high altitude.

(2) This gene variant has been found in Denisovans.
 z Gene mutation:

(1) Possible explanation for the presence of this gene variant in the hominin 
is that Denisovans lived for a long time in the plateau leading to the gene 
mutation. 

(2) This mutation has later been passed on to modern humans.
(3) A team led by three researchers extracted proteins from one of the 

molars and carried out protein analysis.
(4) Protein analysis conclusively proved that the jawbone belonged to 

Denisovans.
(5) Protein analysis also shows that the Xiahe mandible belonged to a 

hominin population that was closely related to the Denisovans from 
Denisova Cave

Source The Hindu

How Cyclone Fani got its name?
Why in news?  z With the extremely severe cyclonic storm Fani hit Odisha coast. 
More in news  z How cyclones are named?

(1) Each Tropical Cyclone basin in the world has its own rotating list of 
names.

(2) For cyclones in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, the naming system 
was agreed by eight member countries of a group called WMO/ESCAP 
and took effect in 2004. 

(3) These countries submitted eight names each, which are arranged in an 
8×8 table.

(4) The first cyclone after the list was adopted was given the name in the 
first row of the first column. 

(5) Subsequent cyclones are being named sequentially, column-wise, with 
each cyclone given the name immediately below that of the previous 
cyclone. 

(6) Once the bottom of the column is reached, the sequence moves to the 
top of the next column.
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(7) So far, the first seven columns have been exhausted, and Fani (proposed 
by Bangladesh) is the top name in the last column. The next cyclone will 
be named Vayu. The lists will wind up with Cyclone Amphan.

 z Name of some previous cyclones:
(1) Hudhud in 2014.
(2) Ockhi in 2017.
(3) Titli and Gaja in 2018. 

 z When the lists end?
(1) After the 64 names are exhausted, the eight countries will propose fresh 

lists of names. 
(2) For cyclones from the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, these lists are not 

rotated every few years.
(3) The lists for storms in the Atlantic and Eastern Pacific basins are rotated. 
(4) Exception are made in certain cases — if a storm causes excessive death and 

destruction, its name is considered for retirement and is not repeated
 z Why name cyclones?

(1) It is generally agreed that appending names to cyclones makes it easier 
for the media to report on these cyclones.

(2) It heightens interest in warnings and increases community preparedness. 
(3) Names are presumed to be easier to remember than numbers and 

technical terms. 
 z Fundamental criteria for naming:

(1) The name should be short and readily understood when broadcast. 
(2) The names must not be culturally sensitive and should not convey any 

unintended and potentially inflammatory meaning.
Source Indian express

World’s largest ice shelf melting rapidly due to solar heating of ocean 
surface

Why in news?  z Antarctica’s Ross Ice Shelf, the world's largest ice shelf roughly the size of 
France, is melting rapidly. 

 z The melting ice shelf has led to global sea-level rise of around 13.8 
millimeters over the last 40 years.

More in news  z Concerns expressed in the study: Study found that solar heating of the 
surrounding ocean surface spurred the rate at which the ice is melting.

 z Contradictions with previous belief:
(1) Earlier, scientists believed that heat radiating to the bottom melted the 

underside of the shelf, while the ocean surface cooled down quickly. 
(2) However, the latest findings show that heat in the ocean surface plays 

a crucial role.
 z What is alarming?

(1) Antarctica comprises 90 per cent of the world’s ice. 
(2) Hence, what happens to its ice and snow is a matter of serious concern. 
(3) If this situation continues, sea-levels would rise up to 60 meters by 2050 

and the ocean would engulf coastal cities across the globe.
Source The hindu
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Nests of grizzled giant squirrel spotted in Tamil Nadu
Why in news?  z For the first time, researchers have sighted nests of the grizzled giant squirrel 

at Pakkamalai Reserve Forests near Gingee in the Eastern Ghats.
 z Activists from Indigenous Biodiversity Foundation (IBF), a non-profit 

organization were conducting a survey in the Pakkamalai Reserve Forests 
near Gingee when they spotted grizzled giant squirrels. 

 z Over 300 nests of the endangered species were spotted by the group.
More in news  z About grizzled giant squirrel:

(1) It is an endangered species listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972.

(2) The grizzled giant squirrel is usually known to nest in the Western Ghats 
in Southern India.

(3) Its habitat rang from Chinnar Wildlife sanctuary in Kerala to Anamalai 
Tiger Reserve and Palani hills in Tamil Nadu.

(4) Owing to habitat loss and poaching, the species has been categorized as 
near threatened by the Red List and listed under Schedule II of CITES.

(5) The grizzled giant squirrel has earlier been spotted in Tiruvannamalai 
Forest Division in 2014, which was the only recorded sighting from this 
region in the Eastern Ghats.

Source The hindu

One million species face extinction: Why biodiversity report matters
Why in news?  z 1 million different species, out of a total of an estimated 8 million plant 

and animal species, are facing the threat of extinction, more than at any 
previous time, because of changes brought about in natural environments 
by human activities.

More in news  z Findings of the report
(1) 1 million different species, out of a total of an estimated 8 million plant 

and animal species, are facing the threat of extinction, more than at any 
previous time.

(2) This is because of changes brought about in natural environments by 
human activities.

(3) The two UN Conventions — Convention on Biological Diversity that 
addresses biodiversity issues, and the Convention on Combating 
Desertification that deals with sustainable land management — are 
likely to be guided by this report in future.

(4) India can identify with most of the trends pointed out in the report such 
as biodiversity hotspot, vast areas, especially the coastline, of which are 
under tremendous stress due to large population.

(5) Plastic pollution had increased 10 times from 1980.
(6) Number of large dams (those with a height of 15 m or more) had reached 

almost 50,000.
(7) Human population had more than doubled since 1970s, and the number 

of urban areas had doubled since 1992.
(8) All these trends have been clearly visible in the case of India and bring with 

them the associated risks to natural ecosystems highlighted in the report.



 46   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

What is IPBES?  z IPBES is a global scientific body very similar in composition and functioning 
to the better-known Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

 z It makes periodic reviews of scientific literature to make projections about 
the earth’s future climate.

 z IPBES is mandated to do a similar job for natural ecosystems and biodiversity. 
Formed in 2012, this is the first global assessment report by the IPBES.

 z Like IPCC, IPBES does not produce any new science, it only evaluates existing 
scientific knowledge to make assessments and projections.

Source The hindu.

Purple frog, believed to have co-existed with dinosaurs, set to be 
crowned Kerala’s state amphibian

Why in news?  z Herpetologists believe that the species should be rightly called a ‘living 
fossil’ as its evolutionary roots suggest it could have shared space with 
dinosaurs going back almost 70 million years ago.

More in news  z Mythology behind this:
(1) Mahabali, or Maveli, was a benevolent asura king who ruled over the 

region of Kerala but was banished into the netherworld by Lord Vishnu 
in order to appease the gods. 

(2) But Maveli was granted one wish: he could return to Kerala for a single 
day and meet his subjects. 

(3) This day in Kerala came to be celebrated as ‘Thiruvonam’, the most 
auspicious day of Onam when people would greet their old king.

 z Purple frog:
(1) Quite similar as the King Maveli the Purple frog, which lives almost its 

entire life in underground tunnels, comes out to the surface for a single 
day in a year to breed.

(2) Once it lays eggs, the bloated frogs characterized by a protruding snout 
and powerful hind legs return to the earth’s deepest layers.

(3) It’s endemic to this part of the southern Western Ghats and cannot be 
found anywhere else.

(4) IUCN status: listed as Endangered.
(5) It feeds mostly on soil-mites, ants and termites using its fluted tongue.
(6) The male and female frogs mate underground and once in a year, they 

come out on the surface to lay thousands of eggs near seasonal streams 
in the months of May-June.

 z Why is it so special?
(1) Species sparks feverish imagination among herpetologists worldwide 

for a number of reasons.
(2) Its evolutionary roots suggest it could have shared space with dinosaurs 

going back almost 70 million years ago.
(3) This could help scientists understand how it’s population may have 

evolved and learned to overcome the challenges of shifting land masses.
(4) A year after it was documented, the frog’s closest relatives were found 

in Seychelles, an island in the Indian Ocean off East Africa. 
(5) This discovery led many to ask whether the species could indeed be 

living proof of the theory of Gondwanaland.
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Source Indian express

India’s newest pit viper found in Arunachal
Why in news?  z Team of herpetologists have found a new species of reddish-brown pit viper 

in Arunachal Pradesh.
More in news  z About the snake:

(1) It is a venomous snake with a unique heat-sensing system.
(2) It has spotted forest in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh.
(3) It is afifth brown pit viper found in India with a reddish tinge.
(4) Arunachal pit viper (Trimeresurusarunachalensis) the second serpent 

to have been discovered after the non-venomous crying keelback in the 
State’s Lepa-Rada district in 2018.

(5) The new species also makes Arunachal Pradesh the only Indian state to 
have a pit viper named after it.

 z The other four:Malabar, horseshoe, hump-nosed and Himalayan were 
discovered 70 years ago.

 z DNA analysis:
(1) Comparative analyses of DNA sequences have suggested that the snake 

belonged to a species not described before.
(2) Single known specimen of this species makes it currently the rarest pit 

viper in the world.
(3) The specimen was donated to the museum of the State Forest Research 

Institute in Itanagar.
Source The hindu

Assam produces an orchid link to the Orient
Why in news?  z One of its smallest orchids in terms of size and duration of bloom have been 

discovered in Assam by forest officers.
More in news  z About the Orchid:

(1) Named as Lecanorchistaiwaniana is a mycoheterotroph, one of two 
types of parasitic plants that have abandoned photosynthesis.

(2) It appeared close to the nigricans species while bearing 90% similarity 
with the taiwaniana species named after Taiwan.

(3) Lecanorchistaiwaniana adds to the orchid wealth of northeast India, 
which has 800 of some 1,300 species in the country.

(4) About 300 species are found in the Western Ghats and 200 in the 
northwestern Himalayas.

 z Does it have Herbal value?
(1) The orchid, discovered earlier in Japan, Taiwan, and Laos, was found to 

have a maximum height of 40 cm and a blossoming period of five-six 
days.

(2) This orchid flowers and fruits from July to September. 
(3) As it derives its energy and nutrients from fungus, it may be of herbal 

importance.
(4) It is yet to ascertain the herbal value of this orchid.

 z Few other botanical discoveries:
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(1) Ginger-like Amomum pratisthana
(2) Smilax sailenii named after Prof. Sailen Borah, one of Assam’s best-

known botanists.
Source The hindu

Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)
Why in news?  z India has been chosen co-chair of the Consultative Group (CG) of Global 

Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) for the fiscal year 
2020.

 z The decision was taken during the CG meeting of 6th Session of GPDRR 
2019.

More in news  z About GFDRR:
 z India’s participation in GFDRR:

(1) India became member of CG of GFDRR in 2015 and expressed its interest 
to co-chair in last meeting of CG held in October 2018. 

(2) India’s candidature was backed by its consistent progress in disaster risk 
reduction (DRR) in the country and its initiative to form a coalition on 
disaster resilient infrastructure.

Source PIB

DNA database coming up for Indian rhino
Why in news?  z The Union Environment Ministry has embarked on a project to create DNA 

profiles of all rhinos in the country.
More in news  z DNA database:

(1) World Wildlife Fund for Nature-India (WWF-India) and the Centre-
funded Wildlife Institute of India (WII) will be the project’s proponents.

(2) The project is a subset of the Centre’s larger, ongoing rhino conservation 
program.

(3) Once the database is complete, identifying rhinos that were killed or 
poached would be easier.

(4) By 2021, the Indian rhino could be the first wild animal species in India 
to have all its members DNA-sequenced.

(5) Around 60 samples of tissue have been collected so far from some 
rhinos living outside Kaziranga.

(6) Outside Kaziranga, there are about 200 rhinos in West Bengal, 40 in 
Uttar Pradesh and 1 in Bihar.

(7) There are about 2,600 rhinos in India, with more than 90% of the 
population concentrated in Assam’s Kaziranga National Park. 

(8) IUCN status: Vulnerable..
Source The Hindu

Global Drug Survey Report 2018
Why in news?  z A global survey of recreational drug-use, which for the first time polled 

respondents from India, has found that Indians are seeking help to reduce 
their alcohol intake.
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More in news  z About Global Drug Survey:
(1) Online survey that uses a detailed questionnaire to assess trends in 

drug use and self-reported harms among regular drug users and early 
adopters of new trends.

(2) It throws light on stigmatized behaviors and health outcomes of a hidden 
population that is otherwise difficult to reach.

(3) The survey is not designed to determine the prevalence of drug behavior 
in a population.

(4) GDS use its data and expertise to create digital health applications 
delivering screening and brief interventions for drugs and alcohol.

 z Situation in India:
(1) Indians reported ‘being drunk’ on an average of 41 times in the last 12 

months well above the global average of 33 times.
(2) Alcohol, tobacco and cannabis were the most common stimulants used 

by Indians.
(3) According to the 2019 GDS, 51% of the respondents wanted to ‘drink 

less’ in the following year and 41% ‘wanted help to do so’.
(4) About 6% of the female Indians surveyed reported seeking ‘emergency 

medical treatment’ in the last 12 months. The global female average 
was about 13%.

(5) Only 2% sought emergency medical treatment after using cannabis.
(6) 51% said they wanted to use ‘less cannabis’ in the following year; more 

than any other nationality and well above the global average of 31%.
(7) Alcohol and tobacco apart, the most used drugs globally were cannabis, 

MDMA (or Ecstacy), cocaine, amphetamines, LSD (or ‘acid’), magic 
mushrooms, benzodiazepines, prescription opioids, ketamine, nitrous oxide.

Source The hindu

UNDRR’s Sasakawa Award 2019
Why in news?  z United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) today conferred 

Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster Risk Reduction to Dr. Pramod Kumar 
Mishra, Additional Principal Secretary to Prime Minister of India. 

 z The award was announced today at the Award Ceremony during the ongoing 6th 
Session of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (GPDRR) 2019 at Geneva.

More in news  z He received this in recognition of his long-term dedication to improve the 
resilience of communities most exposed to disasters. 

 z His personal commitment to social inclusion as a critical principle to 
reduce inequality and poverty, enhancing the safety net of the socially and 
economically marginalized.

 z About the award:
(1) Sasakawa Award is the most prestigious international award in the area 

of Disaster Risk Management.
(2) It was instituted more than 30 years ago and is jointly organized by the 

UNDRR and the Nippon Foundation.
(3) A total grant of USD 50,000 is distributed among the winners which can 

be either organizations or individuals.
(4) Theme of the 2019: Building Inclusive and Resilient Societies.
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Source PIB

Climate risk protocols
Why in news?  z 20 institutional investors from 11 countries convened by the UN Environment 

Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) made public a report that helps investors 
understand how to calculate the risk companies face from climate change. 

 z There are key factors that have necessitated this new protocol, which is 
more like an investor guide.

More in news  z What led to the investor guide?
(1) This guide was made in line with recommendations by the Task Force on 

Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD).
(2) TCFD board formed as a result of an agreement at a G20 summit in 

London, 2009.
(3) This board consisted of representatives from large banks, insurance 

companies, asset managers, pension funds, large non-financial 
companies etc.

(4) TCFD in 2017 developed voluntary climate-related financial risk 
disclosures for use by companies in providing information to 
stakeholders.

(5) To do that they considered the physical, liability and transition risks 
associated with climate change and what constitutes effective financial 
disclosures across industries.

 z Why is the report significant?
(1) Climate change is impacting economies around the world and this will 

continue to intensify.
(2) Extreme weather eventsand extreme hot and cold days are already 

physically impacting business operations.
(3) But so far there’s been no specific assessment of how companies can 

account for such risks.
(4) Policy and technology shifts mean that emission-intensive companies 

would become less competitive.
(5) These changes pose potentially unprecedented risks to institutional investors 

and other financial institutions which are exposed to such businesses.
 z How was it compiled?

(1) 20 institutional investors made up an Investor Pilot Group (IPG) to 
determine the risk to their portfolios.

(2) Each of the IPG members prepared scenarios, on how an average rise of 
global temperature by 1.5°C, 2°C, and 3°C respectively would impact the 
“portfolios” the companies they had invested in.

 z Findings of report:
(1) The 1.5°C rise in temperature exposes companies to a significant level of 

transition risk, affecting as much as 13.16% of overall portfolio value.
(2) This would represent a value loss of $10.7 trillion.
(3) Utilities, transportation, agriculture as well as mining and petroleum 

refining sectors are at high levels of policy risk.
(4) Report said that there was potentially $2.1 trillion as ‘green profits’ for 

the taking.
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(5) Green revenues generated from the sale of low carbon technologies 
will help companies offset costs from complying with GHG reduction 
policies.

(6) If governments delay action to enact climate policies that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, the 30,000 companies in the universe faced a 
further cost of $1.2 trillion compared to a scenario where climate policy 
is enacted smoothly.

 z What is in it for India?
(1) India, in spite of being one of the top greenhouse gas emitters, finds no 

mention in this report.
(2) guidelines proposed can be adopted by any company based anywhere 

in the world.
Source the hindu.

Iterative evolution: How a bird that went extinct came back from the 
dead

Why in news?  z The white-throated rail is the only flightless bird known in the Indian Ocean 
area. 

 z New research has found that it had once gone extinct, but rose from the 
dead thanks to a rare process called “iterativeevolution”. 

 z It means the repeated evolution of similar or parallel structures from the 
same ancestor but at different times.

More in news  z White-throated Rail:
(1) The white-throated rail is a chicken-sized bird, indigenous to Madagascar. 
(2) Migrating to Aldabra, the rails evolved so that they lost the ability to fly.

 z Iterative Evolution:
(1) There are many examples of iterative evolution in the fossil record, 

spanning a wide range of groups. 
(2) The fossil record shows that sometime after the island formed 400,000 

years ago, the white-throated rail (a bird native to Madagascar) colonized 
Aldabra. 

(3) Since there were no natural predators, the birds soon evolved to become 
flightless. 

(4) But about 136,000 years ago, sea levels rose and the island was 
completely submerged and wiped them out. 

(5) Around 100,000 years ago, the island re-emerged when sea levels 
dropped due to an ice age. White-throated rails migrated there from 
Madagascar and once again, evolved to become flightless.

Source Indian express.

Scientists vote to recognize Anthropocene as Earth’s new epoch
Why in news?  z Scientists have voted to declare “Anthropocene” as a new chapter in the 

Earth’s geological history.
 z Rising global temperatures, sea levels, depleting ozone layer and acidifying 

oceans are the result of human activity that has distinctively altered our 
planet.



 52   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

More in news  z About Anthropocene epoch:
(1) It was coined by Paul Crutzen and Eugene Stoermer in 2000 to denote 

the present geological time interval.
(2) Anthropocene has been used to describe humanity’s large impact on the 

environment.
(3) Scientific community has in the past years intensely debated the idea to 

formally define it as a geological unit within the Geological Time Scale.
 z How this concept has been developed?

(1) Recently 29 of the 34-member Anthropocene Working Group (AWG), 
voted in favor of starting the new epoch.

(2) The Anthropocene works as a geological unit of time, process and strata 
and is distinguishable distinctive.

(3) The move signals the end of the Holocene epoch, which began 12,000 to 
11,600 years ago.

 z Global boundary Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP):
(1) To show a clear transition from the Holocene, the scientists plan to 

identify a definitive geologic marker or ‘golden spike’, and would be 
technically called GSSP.

(1) For this, the group will search for the marker from around the globe, 
including a cave in northern Italy, corals in the Great Barrier Reef and a 
lake in China.

(3) To demonstrate a sedimentary record representing the start of the 
epoch, the team is likely to choose the radionuclides that came from 
atomic-bomb detonations from 1945 until the Limited Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty of 1963

 z Opinions against this move:
(1) Four members of the AWG voted against the idea of designating the 

Anthropocene as a new epoch.
(2) The stratigraphic evidence overwhelmingly indicates a time-transgressive 

Anthropocene with multiple beginnings rather than a single moment 
of origin.

(3) Declaring a new epoch on the basis of the radionuclide signal alone, 
impedes rather than facilitates scientific understanding of human 
involvement in Earth system change.

Source Down to Earth
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UN Security Council designates Masood Azhar as global terrorist 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, UN Security Council 1267 Committee listed Jaish-e-Mohammad 
chief Masood Azhar as a designated terrorist. 

 z Significantly, the reasons for listing did not mention the Pulwama attack, for 
which the JeM had claimed responsibility, and which found mention in the 
latest (February 27) listing request for Azhar.

More in news

 z Victory for India: The listing is a victory for India in a decade-old diplomatic 
battle waged primarily by it and supported by its friends at the UNSC.

 z What will listing do?:Listing as designated terrorist on UN 1267 Committee 
list would mean a travel ban, arms embargo and asset freeze on Azhar.

 z P-3 proposal: The P-3 or group of three permanent UNSC members, the U.S., 
the U.K. and France, had co-sponsored a listing request at the Committee, 
weeks after the Pulwama attack that killed over 40 security personnel. 

 z China changed its decade-long position:Recently, China had said “some 
progress” had been made and indicated it was willing to change its decade-
long position.

 z Reasons for designating Azhar as per listing:
(1) The reasons for designating Azhar as a terrorist as per listing included 

his support for the JeM since its founding, being associated with the 
al-Qaeda by recruiting for them and “participating in the financing, 
planning, facilitating, preparing, or perpetrating of acts or activities or 
supplying, selling or transferring arms and related material”. 

International Relation3
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(2) It also pointed to his role in recruiting fighters in Afghanistan. The JeM 
itself was sanctioned by the 1267 Committee in 2001.

Source The Hindu

Iraq remains top oil supplier to India
Why is it in 
news?

 z Iraq has, for the second year in a row, become India’s top crude oil supplier, 
meeting more than a fifth of the country’s oil needs in 2018-19 fiscal year.

More in news  z Data points: According to data sourced from the Directorate General of 
Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, Iraq sold 2% more crude oil to India 
during April 2018 and March 2019 than it had supplied in 2017-18 fiscal.

 z Saudi dethroned:Saudi Arabia has traditionally been India’s top oil source, 
but it was for the first time dethroned by Iraq in 2017-18 fiscal year. 

 z Ranking of India’s largest crude supplier:
(1) Iraq
(2) Saudi Arabia
(3) Persian Gulf nation was the third largest crude oil supplier to India. 
(4) UAE 
(5) Venezuela
(6) Nigeria 

 z Sanction impact: Iran was India’s second biggest supplier of crude oil after 
Saudi Arabia till 2010-11, but western sanctions over its suspected nuclear 
programme relegated it to the seventh spot in subsequent years.

Source The Hindu

Taliban refused to put down arms
Why is it in 
news?

 z Taliban said that U.S. special envoy for Afghanistan should stop calling on 
Taliban militants to lay down their arms and U.S. should end the use of 
force.

More in news  z 6th round of talks:Zalmay Khalilzad entered a sixth round of talks with the 
group in Qatar.

 z Taliban response:
(1) Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said that US should forget about 

the idea of us putting down our arms.
(2) He said the U.S. must stop repeating failed strategies.

 z Developments in Afghanistan:
(1) In Kabul, President Ashraf Ghani renewed his appeal to hold direct talks 

with the Taliban and called for an agreement on a ceasefire.
(2) The Afghan government is ready to announce a ceasefire if the Taliban 

show readiness in this regard.
Source The Hindu

North Korea tested tactical weapons
Why is it in 
news?

 z North Korea has conducted a “strike drill” for multiple launchers, firing 
tactical guided weapons into the East Sea in a military drill supervised by 
leader Kim-Jong-un.
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More in news  z Purpose: The purpose of the drill was to test performance of large calibre 
long-range multiple rocket launchers and tactical guided weapons by 
defence units.

 z Violation of UN Security Council resolutions: While such a missile launch 
would be in violation of UN Security Council resolutions, it would not involve 
long-range ballistic missiles that have been seen as a threat to the U.S.

 z Solid fuel ballistic missiles: 
(1) The new solid fuel ballistic missiles can fly as far as 500 km, putting the 

entire Korean Peninsula within its range.
(2) They are also capable of neutralising the advanced U.S. anti-missile 

defence system (THAAD) deployed in South Korea.
Source The Hindu

H1B visa-U.S. to propose hike in application fee
Why is it in 
news?

 z The U.S. plans to hike the H-1B visa application fee to increase funding for 
the expansion of an apprentice programme.

More in news  z Proposed changes: The Labour Department has also made changes to the 
H-1B application forms to ensure greater transparency and better protect 
American workers from employers seeking to misuse the programme.

 z Financial burden: Specific details of the proposed increase not been in 
public yet. But given past experience, Indian IT companies, which account 
for a large number of H-1B applications, are likely to face additional financial 
burden because of this.

Source The Hindu
U.S. threatens to impose more sanctions on Iran 

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, U.S. threatened to impose more sanctions on Iran “very soon” 
and warned Europe against doing business with Tehran via a system of non-
dollar trade to circumvent U.S. sanctions.

More in news  z Iran’s stand: The Iranian government announced earlier that it was reducing 
curbs to its nuclear programme with steps that stopped short of violating 
its 2015 accord with world powers for now, but threatening more action if 
countries did not shield it from sanctions.

 z U.S response to Iran’s stand: U.S said now is the time for the community 
of nations to strongly condemn Iran’s nuclear misconduct and increase 
pressure on the regime to comply with U.S. demands.

 z Special Purpose Vehicle:
(1) U.S. said it would move quickly against any attempt by European 

countries to undermine Washington’s sanctions pressure on Iran. 
(2) U.S advised them against using the so-called Special Purpose Vehicle to 

facilitate non-dollar trade to get around U.S. sanctions. 
 z European countries case:Washington’s European allies opposed Mr. Trump’s 

decision to withdraw from the agreement and have failed so far to find ways 
to blunt the economic impact of new U.S. sanctions, which include an all-
out effort to block Iran’s oil exports to starve its economy.

 z Russia’s stand:It said that it remained committed to the Iran nuclear deal 
and denounced “unreasonable pressure” that led Tehran to suspend some



 56   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

of its commitments under the agreement. 
 z China’s stand:China called on all parties to uphold the nuclear pact. It said, 

maintaining and implementing the comprehensive agreement is the shared 
responsibility of all parties.

Source The Hindu

U.S-China trade war 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, China said it will raise tariffs on $60 billion worth of U.S. goods from 
June 1, in retaliation to the latest round of U.S. tariff hikes and Washington’s 
plans to target almost all Chinese imports.

More in news

Source: The Hindu
 z Failure of negotiations: The announcement came after the latest round of 

U.S.-China trade negotiations ended without a deal, and after Washington 
increased tariffs on $200 billion worth of Chinese goods.

 z New duties in line: U.S. President Donald Trump had also ordered the start 
of a process to impose new duties on another $300 billion worth of Chinese 
items.

 z Time for resolution:
(1) Despite the retaliation, Beijing appeared to give time to find a resolution 

by setting the June 1 date.
(2) The new rates will target a number of American imports with tariffs 

ranging from 5% to 25%.
(3) The Chinese response was announced soon after Mr. Trump warned 

Beijing not to retaliate.
 z Less import by China from U.S: In addition to tariff hikes, China could also 

use other measures to hit back at the U.S., as it imports fewer U.S. products 
— which limits its ability to match tariffs dollar-for-dollar.

 z Previous trade tensions: In a previous round of tit-for-tat moves, the U.S. 
imposed 10% tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese imports in September.

Source The Hindu

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO)
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, the executive secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
Organization (CTBTO), LassinaZerbo, has invited India to be an observer in 
the CTBT.
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More in news  z Starting point:  Executive secretary of CTBT said that giving India the 
opportunity to join as an observer could be a good starting point.

 z Changes in organisation: He said organisation has moved from being more 
confined in CTBT and International Monitoring System (IMS). 

 z What “observer” mean to India?
(1) Being an observer, it would give India access to data from the IMS- 

a network which when complete will consist of 337 facilities (321 
monitoring stations and 16 radionuclide labs) located in 89 countries. 

(2) This system can detect even small nuclear explosions using seismology, 
hydroacoustics, infrasound and radionuclide technology.

(3) India will gain a lot with data which would be useful for earthquake 
monitoring and following the radioisotope dispersion.

 z No confirmation from government: The Ministry of External Affairs declined 
to comment on whether the CTBTO proposal was under consideration.

Source The Hindu

U.S. updates military plans against Iran 
Why is it in 
news?

 z In a recent meeting with President Donald Trump, Defense Secretary Patrick 
Shanahan presented an updated military plan that envisions sending as 
many as 1,20,000 troops to West Asia.

More in news (1) The revisions were ordered by hard-liners led by John R. Bolton, Mr. Trump’s 
National Security Adviser. 

(2) It does not call for a land invasion of Iran, which would require vastly more 
troops. 

 z sharp divisions in the administration:There are sharp divisions in the 
administration over how to respond to Iran at a time when tensions are 
rising about Iran’s nuclear policy and its intentions in the region. 

 z Arguments against deployment:
(1) Some scholars and strategists are urging a diplomatic resolution to the 

current tensions. 
(2) Deploying such a robust air, land and naval force would give Tehran more 

targets to strike, and potentially more reason to do so, risking entangling 
the U.S. in a drawn out conflict. 

(3) It also would reverse years of retrenching by the U.S. military in West 
Asia that began with President Barack Obama’s withdrawal of troops 
from Iraq in 2011.

Source The Hindu

U.S-New green card system 
Why is it in 
news?

 z U.S. President Donald Trump announced a proposal that will include 
significant changes to the way green cards are allocated- by reducing the 
number of family-based green cards and moving towards a points-based 
(“merit-based”) system.

More in news  z Merit-based system:
(1) Mr. Trump’s new plan will dramatically increase the number of green cards 

that are given through the skills route versus the family-based route.
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(2) It will reward, among other factors, education, skills and English language 
proficiency.

 z Security purpose: The plan is sought to boost border security and tighten 
asylum procedures.

 z Indians majority: 
(1) A large majority (over 70%) of H1B visas, for skilled workers, went to 

Indians in fiscal year 2018. 
(2) Many of these are eventually converted to green cards. Indian residents 

getting green cards have been in the range of 57,000-62,000 in the 2015-
2017 period.

 z Proposed changes:
(1) Currently about 12% of those receiving green cards entered the U.S. 

based on skill-based visas (such as the H1B), while some 66% are family-
based green cards. 

(2) The new proposal will increase skills-based green cards to 57%.
(3) New immigrants will have to show that they can financially support 

themselves and will need to pass a civics exam.
 z Mixed implications: It is clear that a shift towards a points-based system will 

make the prospects of Indian skilled migrants wanting to settle in the U.S. 
easier but it will be more complicated for bringing family members over, 
especially elderly parents.

Source The Hindu

Iran nuclear deal
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, new German Ambassador to India said that Germany will do 
everything to save the nuclear deal with Iran.

 z Instability increased after the U.S. government ended waivers for oil 
purchase from Iran on May 2. 

More in news  z Official position of Germany: His statement reflects the official position of 
Germany, which is working to prevent a conflict in the Persian Gulf and a 
consequent oil shock for nations like India.

 z Tackling possible oil shock: Germany, along with other European Union 
members, supported India’s plans to counter a possible oil shock in case of 
increased volatility in the Persian Gulf.

 z India’s stand: India was yet to decide on whether to continue buying Iranian 
crude. A decision is likely after the general election.

 z Chancellor’s visit:
(1) The Iran issue is likely to figure during the visit of Chancellor Angela 

Merkel to India. 
(2) She will be among the first visitors to the country after the end of the election.

Source The Hindu

India cuts off UN panel after J&K report 
Why is it in 
news?

 z In a reaction to recent submission from the Geneva-based Human Rights 
Council (HRC) on alleged violations in Jammu and Kashmir, India has informed 
the United Nations body that it will no longer entertain any communication 
with the HRC’s Special Rapporteurs on its report.
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More in news

 z Timing of the report: The report from the UN body came at the same 
time as a report from two NGOs in Jammu and Kashmir on alleged cases 
of torture, was released in Srinagar, which was endorsed by a former UN 
Special Rapporteur.

 z Queries on action taken:
(1) The current Special Rapporteurs on Extrajudicial Executions, Torture, 

and Right to Health had referred to a previous June 2018 report of the 
Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) and written 
to the government in March 2019, asking about steps taken by New 
Delhi to address alleged human rights violations listed in the report.

(2) In addition, the Special Rapporteurs had listed “13 cases of concern” 
from the year 2018 alone in which “four children were among eight 
civilians killed by members of the security forces.”

 z ‘Clear bias’ allegation:India had also rejected the OHCHR’s report on the 
“Situation of Human Rights in Kashmir” — the first ever such report on 
J&K that came out in June 2018 — and accused the High Commissioner of 
Human Rights ZeidRa’ad Al Hussein of “clear bias” in bringing it out.

Source The Hindu

India-Pakistan relations
Why is it in 
news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi told his Pakistan counterpart Imran Khan 
during the latter’s congratulatory phone call that Elimination of terrorism is 
necessary for regional peace and development.

More in news  z Significance of contact: The conversation was the first telephone contact 
between the two Prime Ministers since the February Pulwama terror attack 
and the subsequent Balakot air strike by India.

 z Need for trust:Mr Modi stressed that creating trust and an environment 
free of violence and terrorism were essential for fostering cooperation for 
peace, progress and prosperity in our region.

 z Neighbourhood First:Mr Modi also recollected initiatives like 
“Neighbourhood First” that were started during his first tenure from 2014-
19.

 z Peace, progress and prosperity:Mr Khan had reiterated his vision for peace, 
progress and prosperity in South Asia during the phone call.

Source The Hindu
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Sri Lanka, Japan & India sign deal to develop container terminal 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Sri Lanka, Japan and India signed an agreement to jointly develop the East 
ContainerTerminal at the Colombo Port.

More in news  z Joint initiative: The joint initiative is estimated to cost between $500 million 
and $700 million.

 z Significant improvement: The signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation 
(MoC) is significant, given that the countries had been negotiating the deal 
since last year with little success.

 z What is the agreement?:
(1) As per the agreement signed, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) 

retains 100% ownership of the East Container Terminal (ECT), while the 
Terminal Operations Company is jointly owned.

(2) Sri Lanka will hold a 51% stake in the project and the joint venture 
partners will retain 49%. 

(3) The ECT is located some three km away from the China-backed 
international financial city, known popularly as “port city”.

 z 40-year soft loan:
(1) Japan is likely to provide a 40-year soft loan with a 0.1% interest rate.
(2) The SLPA described the “envisaged Japanese loan” as “one of the best 

loan terms Sri Lanka has obtained”.
 z India’s contribution not disclosed yet: 

(1) Details of India’s contribution to the initiative are awaited, but New 
Delhi’s interest in partnering the project is well known. 

(2) Over 70% of the trans-shipment business at the strategically located ECT 
is linked to India.

Source The Hindu

China rejects U.S. call for dialogue with Dalai Lama 
Why is it in 
news?

 z China rejected U.S. Ambassador Terry Branstad’s call to Beijing to engage in 
“substantive dialogue” with the Dalai Lama.

 z It said that it was firmly opposed to “foreign interference” in Tibet and its 
internal affairs.

More in news  z Background: Mr. Branstad, during his recent visit to Tibet, had asked the 
Chinese government to engage in substantive dialogue with the Dalai Lama 
or his representatives without preconditions, to seek a settlement that 
resolves differences.

 z China’s stand: China said that it firmly opposes any foreign interference in 
Tibet affairs and in China’s domestic affairs.

Source The Hindu
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EAT- Food Planet Health Report
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Recently, EAT Lancet commission’s Food Planet Health report is formally 
released in India.

More in the 
news

Key Highlights of the report:
 z Scientific Targets: The EAT-Lancet Commission’s report  proposes scientific 

targets for what constitutes a healthy diet derived from a sustainable food 
system.

 z Reorient agricultural priorities from producing high quantities of food to 
producing healthy food.

 z It includes producing a diversity of foods that nurture human health and 
support environmental sustainability. 

 z As per the report, healthy diets had an optimal caloric intake and consisted 
largely of a diversity of plant-based foods and low amounts of animal-
source foods, contained unsaturated rather than saturated fats, and limited 
amounts of refined grains, highly processed foods and added sugars.

 z Healthy Food: The report also called for doubling in the consumption of 
healthy foods such as fruits, vegetables, legumes and nuts, and a greater 
than 50 per cent reduction in global consumption of less healthy foods.

 z Negative emissions: To achieve negative emissions globally as per the Paris 
Agreement, making the global food system a net carbon sink from 2040 
onward.

Source FSSAI.

World Thalassaemia Day 2019
Why is it in the 
news

 z The World Thalassaemia Day is celebrated on the 8th of May every year to 
raise awareness about this ailment among people all over the world.

 z The day is also dedicated to commemorate thalassemia patients as well as 
encourage those who struggle to live with the genetic disorder of the blood. 

More in the 
news

 z The theme for this year’s event is ‘Universal access to quality thalassemia 
healthcare services: Building bridges with and for patients’.

 z Thalassaemia International Federation (TIF) is asking people to share their 
thoughts and experiences through videos, stories with regard to thalassemia.

 z According to TIF, millions of people still lack physical or financial access to 
free-of-charge public healthcare services, despite the progress that has 
been made in over the past decades. 

 z Thalassemia:
(1) Thalassemia is a genetic blood disorder characterized as abnormal or 

inadequate amount of haemoglobin due to certain mutations in the 
gene. 

    Social Issues4
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(2) Most often a child with thalassemia will show symptoms like fatigue, 
weakness, slow growth, poor appetite, and anaemia. 

(3) The treatment lies in blood transfusion which is both an emotional and 
financial burden on the family.

(4) Thalassemia currently categorised under rare disease.
Source TimesNow.

REPLACE Strategy
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a comprehensive plan 
to eliminate industrially-produced artificial trans fats from the global food 
supply by 2023. 

More in the 
news

 z As per WTO, every year, trans fat intake leads to over 5,00,000 deaths 
worldwide from cardiovascular diseases. 

 z Industrially-produced trans fats are contained in hardened vegetable fats 
such as margarine and ghee, and are often present in snack, baked, and 
fried foods. 

 z Manufacturers often use them as they have a longer shelf life than other 
fats. 

 z But, healthier alternatives can be used, which would not affect taste or cost 
of food, the WHO said in a statement. 

 z WHO calls on governments to use the 'REPLACE' action package to eliminate 
industrially-produced trans-fatty acids from the food supply.

 z The initiative provides six strategic actions to ensure the prompt, complete, 
and sustained elimination of industrially-produced trans fats from food 
supply. 

Source Economic Times.

Global Health Security Strategy
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The US government unveiled ‘Global Health Security Strategy. 
 z It is an effort which outlines coordinated US approach to help improve 

world’s ability in stopping deadly outbreaks even before they spread 
between countries.

More in the 
news

 z The Global Health Security Strategy is a first of its kind strategy to prevent, 
detect and respond to threats from infectious diseases occurring naturally 
or accidentally.

 z It is an effort to help improve the world's ability to stop and contain deadly 
outbreaks before they spread between countries.

 z It defines the actions the administration will take by adopting a whole-of-
government approach to health security and leveraging the strengths of 
different federal departments, agencies and funding streams.

 z The strategy outlines a coordinated US approach that focuses on three 
interrelated goals: 
(1) Strengthen partner country global health security capacities.
(2) Increase international support for global health security.
(3) A homeland prepared and resilient against global health threats.

Source Business Standard.
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International Family Day
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The annual International Day of Families is observed on 15 May 2019 under 
the theme ““Families and Climate Action: Focus on SDG13”. 

 z This year, the Day reflects the importance the international community 
attaches to families and their role in development. 

 z Recent commemorations of the Day focused on the role of families for the 
achievement of SDGs 1 – 5 and SDG 16.

More in the 
news

 z The 2019 observance focuses on families, family policies and major SDG13 
targets

 z SDG 13 target 13.3: Improve education, awareness-raising and human and 
institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact 
reduction and early warning

 z SDG 13 target 13.2: integrate climate change measures into national 
policies, strategies and planning

 z The panel discussion will highlight:
(1) Inter-generational approach to sustainabilitySustainable development 

education & practice.
(2) Sustainable family farming from indigenous perspective
(3) Greening the blue’ and other good practices at the United Nations and 

beyond
 z The observance is organized by the Division for Inclusive Social Development 

of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the Global 
Communications Civil Society.

 z The event is open to the public and targets civil society, Permanent Missions, 
academics and practitioners.

Source UN.

 



 64   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

RBI raises cap on home loans 
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has increased the eligibility cap on home 
loans extended by regional rural banks and small finance banks.

 z RBI has increased it to ₹35 lakh in metropolitan areas and ₹25 lakh in other 
centres.

 z Earlier, loans to individuals up to Rs 28 lakh in metropolitan centres and Rs 
20 lakh in other centres.

More in the 
news

 z In order to bring the RRBs and SFBs at a level playing field with other 
Scheduled Commercial Banks, it has now been decided to enhance the 
housing loan limits for eligibility under PSL.

 z Furthermore, the existing family income limit of Rs 2 lakh per annum eligible 
for loans to housing projects exclusively for the purpose of construction of 
houses for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS).

 z The Low Income Groups (LIG), is revised to Rs 3 lakh per annum for EWS and 
Rs 6 lakh per annum for LIG, in alignment with the income criteria specified 
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.

 z Small Finance Banks:
 z Small finance banks are banks with a differentiated bank license from the 

RBI. 
 z The objective behind the Small finance banks is to promote financial 

inclusion.
 z They primarily undertake basic banking activities of acceptance of deposits 

and lending to unserved and underserved sections.
 z These sections includes small business units, small and marginal farmers, 

micro and small industries and unorganised sector entities.
 z They lend  75% of their total adjusted net bank credit to priority sector.

Source The Hindu.

 Fiscal Slippage
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India warned of the rising risks to fiscal consolidation 
of the states.

 z The state finances are saddled with farm loan waivers, income support 
schemes and the Uday bonds for their power distribution companies.

More in the 
news

 z The remarks were made during a meeting between the members of the 
15th Finance Commission and the RBI.

 z The RBI said the UDAY scheme, recent income support schemes of the 
government and farm loan waivers could drive fiscal slippage in the revised 
estimate for 2018-19.

Economics5
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 z In the Interim Budget presented in February, the government announced a 
cash transfer scheme, for small and marginal farmers with landholdings of 
up to two hectare, of ₹6,000. 

 z The government had allocated ₹75,000 crore towards the scheme for 
financial year 2020.

 z The RBI also stressed the "importance of states has increased" with the shift 
in composition of government finances.

 z It also said the outstanding debt as percentage of GDP has been rising 
despite moderation in interest payment as percentage of revenue receipts.

Source The Hindu.

Benchmark Equity Indices
Why is it in the 
news

 z Indian benchmark equity indices lost ground for the sixth consecutive 
session.

 z The reasons cited are a mix of global and domestic factors made investors 
jittery even as foreign investors turned net sellers in the last few trading 
sessions.

More in the 
news

 z Global     Factors:
(1) The escalation of U.S.-China trade war has led to a selling spree across 

equity markets globally.
(2) Meanwhile, global markets continued to trade weak with the benchmarks 

of China, Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan and Indonesia all ending the day in 
the red.

 z Domestic Factors:
(1) On the domestic front, a largely lacklustre corporate results season has 

made investors cautious ahead of the election results.
(2) The rupee fell against the dollar for the third consecutive session amid 

escalating the U.S.-China trade tensions and sell-off in the domestic 
stock market. 

(3) The rupee dropped 28 paise against the dollar on Wednesday to close 
the day at 69.71.

Source The Hindu.

 Bank Credit
Why is it in the 
news ?

 z As per the recent data, bank credit grew by 13.2% in financial year 2018-19 
as compared to 10.3% in the previous financial year.

 z The growth in crdit is mainly aided by loans to services and retail sector.
 z Deposit growth also gained momentum, growing by 10% as compared to 

6.7% a year ago.
More in the 
news

 z Banks have benefited from the liquidity crunch that non-banking financial 
companies are facing following the IL&FS crisis. 

 z NBFCs have slowed down their loan growth since their cost of funds 
increased substantially after September-October. 

 z This is particularly true for retail loans, where NBFCs are a major player.
 z RBI Data:
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(1) The Reserve Bank of India’s data on deployment of gross credit across 
different sectors shows healthy credit growth in the services sector 
followed by retail sector. 

(2) Credit growth in services sector till the middle of February was 23.7% 
and in retail sector it was 16.7%. 

(3) Credit growth in the industry sector was 5.6%. 
(4) Most of these are happening in the retail segment and also services 

sector. 
(5) Manufacturing is also better than last year but there is a base effect. 

Source The Hindu.

 Digital Transactions
Why is it in the 
news?

 z In its payment system vision document for 2019-2021, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has envisaged four times growth in digital transaction in two 
years.

More in the 
news

Payment Systems Vision 2021 Document:
 z It aims to achieve a ‘highly digital’ and ‘cash-lite’ society through the goal 

posts of competition, cost effectiveness, convenience and confidence (4Cs).
 z The RBI expects accelerated growth in individual retail electronic payment 

systems, both in terms of number of transactions and increased availability.
 z Payment systems like UPI and IMPS are likely to register average annualised 

growth of over 100%, and NEFT at 40%, over the vision period. 
 z The number of digital transactions is expected to increase more than four 

times from 2,069 crore in December 2018 to 8,707 crore in December 2021.
 z Use of debit cards in PoS transactions is expected to be at least 44% of total 

debit card transactions.
 z However, no specific target has been considered for reducing cash in 

circulation.
Source The Hindu.

 

MoU for sharing data to prevent anomalies
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Income Tax Department and the Goods and Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) are all set to sign an MoU that will allow the two to match their data 
regarding company financials so as to pin down any anomalies.

More in the 
news

 z The order, dated April 30, states that the GSTN can ask for and be provided 
data relating to:
(1) An assessee’s status of filing income tax returns.
(2) Turnover.
(3) Gross total income.

Government Policies and Taxation
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(4) Financial ratios.
(5) Any other data with the I-T Department to be decided at a later date.

 z The order also provides for the automatic exchange of such data, and not 
just based on requests, the modalities of which will be decided.

 z The MoU will also include the rules pertaining to the modalities of the 
exchange, the confidentiality of the data, and the “weeding out after usage”.

 z Objective:
(1) With more information in hand, the government would be able to 

validate amount of income disclosed both under the Income-tax and 
GST.

(2) It would enable the authorities to identify any under-reporting or non-
reporting of income, if any.

Source The Hindu.

 15th Finance Commission
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Various recommendation are being received by the 15th finance commission 
headed by N. K. Singh on matters of data and fiscal deficit.

More in the 
news

Fiscal Deficit:
 z Several prominent economists told the 15th Finance Commission that the 

government should not budget for a low fiscal deficit knowing fully well that 
it will not be achieved.

 z They also add that the overall quality of budgeting needed to improve.
 z The economists pointed out that there was a need to adopt a total view 

on the borrowing requirements of the consolidated public sector that 
should include off-budget transactions, borrowings of the public sector 
undertakings, and contingent liabilities of both the union and state 
governments.

 z Further, the economists pointed out that it was important to carefully examine 
whether the increased tax devolution by the 14th Finance Commission had 
led to improvements in the social spending of state governments.

Finance panel to reconcile data
 z The 15th Finance Commission will be reconciling data that it gets from 

various sources amid serious concerns over the credibility of macro data.
 z However, the exercise has nothing to do with the methodology or the 

computation of the data.
 z This reconciliation will be within the bounds of acceptable and appropriate 

prudence to be able to do so.
 z The chairman of the commission also voiced his concern over GST collection 

as projections were not looking healthy. 
Source The Hindu.

MCA 21 database and Missing firms
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Finance Ministry clarified that the ‘missing’ enterprises in the MCA-
21 database did not have a significant impact on the calculation of growth 
rates of GDP and GVA as these companies still added to the total output of 
the economy.



 68   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

More in the 
news

 z The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) in a recent survey report 
on the service sector found that, of a sample of 35,456 companies taken 
from the MCA-21 database, 38.7% were out-of-survey unit.

 z The Finance Ministry explained that of the 38.7% out-of-survey enterprises 
in the NSSO report, out-of-coverage enterprises comprised 21.4%. 

 z These out-of-coverage enterprises were those that were not engaged in 
activities intended for inclusion in the service sector survey.

 z As per the Ministry, these enterprises are engaged in some economic 
activity, possibly in the manufacturing sector for instance.

 z The Ministry did acknowledge that the bulk of the remaining 17.3% out-of-
survey enterprises were either closed or untraceable.

 z Ministry justified this by saying that this proportion was falling over the 
years and that their impact on the overestimation of GDP “in all likelihood” 
is marginal.

 z MCA 21:
(1) MCA21 is an e-Governance initiative of Ministry of Company Affairs 

(MCA), Government of India.
(2) It enables an easy and secure access of the MCA services to the corporate 

entities, professionals and citizens of India.
(3) It enables the business community to register a company and file 

statutory documents quickly and easily.
(4) It provides easy access of public documents.
(5) It Helps faster and effective resolution of public grievances.
(6) It ensures proactive and effective compliance with relevant laws and 

corporate governance
Source The Hindu, Vikaspedia.

 

 Manufacturing PMI
Why is it in the 
news

 z As per the recent data, the country's manufacturing sector performance 
eased to an eight-month low in April.

 z The business growth moderated, curbed by the elections and a challenging 
economic environment.

Core Sector  z The Nikkei India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) declined 
from 52.6 in March to 51.8 in April.

 z This is the 21th consecutive month that the manufacturing PMI remained 
above the 50-point mark. 

 z In PMI parlance, a print above 50 means expansion, while a score below 
that denotes contraction.

Industrial Sector
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 z Report Findings:
(1) A softer increase in new orders created a domino effect in the Indian 

manufacturing industry, restricting growth of output, employment, 
input buying and business sentiment.

(2) The one bright spot in April was exports, which expanded solidly and at 
a slightly quicker pace than in March.

(3) Broken down by sector, capital goods was the key source of weakness, 
recording contractions in new business and output.

(4) Growth was meanwhile sustained at both consumer and intermediate 
goods makers.

Source The Hindu.

 Small tea growers
Why is it in the 
news?

 z According to official statistics, the Indian tea industry harvested its highest 
tea crop of 1,350 million kg for fiscal 2019 and 1,338.6 million kgs for the 
calendar year.

More in the 
news

 z The figures show that the small tea growers now have a 48% share in the 
country’s tea output.

 z In 2017 the STG share was around 46.4%.
 z The West Bengal’s Terai region small growers having the highest share of 

73.6% and Tamil Nadu having a 61.2% share.
 z An analysis of the figures shows that production in north India rose between 

June and September, but declined in December and January.
 z Production in south India declined in major months except October and 

December when significant increase was seen.
Source The Hindu.

 

 IT sector on recovery path
Why is it in the 
news ?

 z In joint statement, the international IT experts have affirmed that after 
some years of a dry drive, Indian tech firms now seem to have established 
themselves firmly as digital transformation agents in the global market.

 z Growth is picking up for the Indian IT sector and the good news is that most 
players have a strong hiring plan in place.

More in the 
news

 z Last fiscal’s performance numbers posted by the country’s leading players 
reflect a clear upswing in the market. 

 z All the digital pilot projects that were under way over the last couple of 
years are now going mainstream and are being scaled into enterprises. 

 z The industry continues to expand above the rate of growth of global GDP.

Miscellaneous
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 z This is driven by digital transformation and increasingly the modernisation 
of IT movement which continues to gather steam. 

 z This otherwise promising outlook was somewhat clouded by a slowing 
global GDP for all areas outside the U.S. and the cannibalisation effect that 
modernisation is having on legacy IT and BPO.

 z Market cannibalization is a sales loss caused by a company's introduction 
of a new product that displaces one of its own older products rather than 
increasing the company's overall market share.

 z IT Sector in India:
(1) India is the leading sourcing destination across the world, accounting 

for approximately 55% market share of the US$ 185-190 billion global 
services sourcing business in 2017-18. 

(2) Indian IT &ITeS companies have set up over 1,000 global delivery centres 
in about 80 countries across the world.

(3) India has become the digital capabilities hub of the world with around 
75% of global digital talent present in the country.

(4) India’s IT &ITeS industry grew to US$ 181 billion in 2018-19. 
(5) Exports from the industry increased to US$ 137 billion in FY19 while 

domestic revenues (including hardware) advanced to US$ 44 billion.
Source The Hindu, Ibef.

 Core sector growth
Why is it in the 
news

 z The eight infrastructure sectors that constitute 40.27% of the index of 
industrial production (IIP) recovered to post a growth rate of 4.7% in March.

 z This is a five-month high growth as production of steel and cement too grew 
at a robust pace.

 z For the full year of 2018-19, however, the core sector data grew at a slower 
pace of 4.3% against 4.8% in the previous year.

Core Sector  z Core industry can be defined as the main industry of the economy. 
 z In most countries, there is particular industry that seems to be backbone 

of all 
 z other industries and it qualifies to be the core industry. 
 z In India, there are eight core sectors comprising of coal, crude oil, natural 

gas, refinery products, fertilisers, steel, cement and electricity.
 z The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27% of the weight of items included 

in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).
 z The combined index of eight core industries stands at 129.8 in June 2018.
 z The electricity has the maximum weight of 10.32% followed by Steel 

(6.68%), Petroleum Refinery (5.94%) with Fertilizer production (1.25%) 
having lowest weight.

Source LiveMint.

 Iraq remains India's top oil supplier
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Meeting more than a fifth of the country’s oil needs in 2018-19 fiscal year, 
Iraq has, for the second year in a row, become India’s top crude oil supplier.
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More in the 
news

 z According to data sourced from the Directorate General of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics, Iraq sold 46.61 million tonnes (mt) of crude oil to 
India during April 2018 and March 2019.

 z It is 2% more than 45.74 mt it had supplied in 2017-18 fiscal.
 z India provisionally imported 207.3 mt of crude oil in 2018-19, down from 

220.4 mt in the previous financial year.
 z Other Top Oil Suppliers:

(1) Saudi Arabia has exported 40.33 mt of crude oil, up from 36.16 mt of oil 
sold in the previous year.

(2) Iran was the third largest crude oil supplier to India.
(3) UAE topped Venezuela to become India’s fourth-largest crude supplier.

Source The Hindu.

 Asian Development Bank
Why is it in the 
news

 z Asian Development Bank (ADB) is moving into financing metro rail projects 
in the country in a big way.

 z ADB is traditionally strong in funding social sector projects in education, 
water and irrigation in India.

More in the 
news

 z Asian Development Bank (ADB) has given in-principle nod for financing 
four metro rail projects and a Rs 30,000 crore rapid rail corridor 
between Delhi and Meerut as part of its effort to improve urban transport 
system in India.

 z Simultaneous discussion are going on with other multi-lateral funding 
agencies for co-financing of these large urban transport projects 
in India including Bhopal and Indore Metro projects.

 z In addition, other projects especially expansion of Chennai and Bengaluru 
Metro are also under consideration.

 z ADB has funded Jaipur Metro and expansion of Mumbai Metro in the past.
 z Asian Development Bank (ADB):

(1) ADB was conceived in the early 1960s as a financial institution that would 
be Asian in character and foster economic growth and cooperation in 
one of the poorest regions in the world.

(2) ADB assists its members, and partners, by providing loans, technical 
assistance, grants, and equity investments to promote social and 
economic development.

(3) It is modeled on the World Bank.
(4) It has similar weighted voting system where votes are distributed based 

on member's capital subscription.
(5) India has about 6% voting rights (4th highest, Japan highest and USA 

second highest)
(6) ADB is composed of 67 members, 48 of which are from the Asia and 

Pacific region.
(7) It is Headquartered in Manila, Philippines.

Source LiveMint.

 World Insurance Report 2019



 72   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The World Insurance Report 2019 is recnently published by Capgemini 
andEfma.

 z Policy holders are increasingly concerned that their insurance coverage has 
become insufficient for emerging risks from cyber security to environmental 
threats.

More in the 
news

 z The report identified five macro trends:
(1) Disruptive environmental patterns.
(2) Technological advancements.
(3) Evolving social and demographic trends.
(4) New medical and health concerns.
(5) Business environment changes.

 z These trends are creating emerging risks for insurance customers and their 
businesses. 

 z Yet, most insurers have been slow to respond to these trends and equip 
customers for them, stated the report, which studied 28 markets, including 
India.

 z Under 25% of business customers across all geographies, and less than 15% 
of personal policyholders, feel they have sufficient coverage to insure against 
any one of the emerging risks driven by these macro trends. 

 z Fewer than 40% of life and health insurers said they have built a pipeline of 
new products to cover emerging risks comprehensively.

 z As per the report, 83% of personal insurance customers have medium or 
high exposure to cyberattacks and to outliving their savings, yet just 3% and 
5% respectively are comprehensively covered against these eventualities.

Source The Hindu.

 AI tool to improve tea quality
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Tea Research Association (TRA) has introduced artificial intelligence 
(AI)-based technology aimed at improving quality.

 z The technology has been developed through a collaboration between TRA 
and Agnext, a start-up which was incubated by IIT Kharagpur.

More in the 
news

 z The TRA AgnextQualiteaProfiler (QTP) machine is developed through this 
technology.

 z It would help determine the ‘fine leaf’ of a tea batch ‘without human 
intervention.’

 z The objective is to improve accuracy and reduce time. 
 z Fine leaf count (FLC) determines the presence of the two (or three) leaves 

and a bud in a batch, which go towards enhancing quality.
 z TRA Agnext QTP will have a machine version which is likely to cost around 

₹2 lakh and a mobile app version for quality leaf profiling.
 z TRA is also planning to harness other frontline technologies based on AI, 

chat bots and sensor-based machinery while equipping the age-old industry 
against the ravages of climate change.

Source The Hindu.
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Microbots
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Mr. Miskin, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania took 
silicon chip of 100 microns size and provided the exoskeleton for the robot 
arms, the actuators on chip making robot of size of a cell or dust.

More in news  z Applications: 
(1) To rejuvenate cell phone batteries. 
(2) Boost to neural science- by burrowing into the brain to measure nerve 

signals. 
(3) To test new ideas in networking and communications.

 z How it works?
(1) Mr. Miskin developed technique to put layers of platinum and titanium 

on a silicon wafer.
(2) When an electrical voltage is applied, the platinum contracts while the 

titanium remains rigid, and the flat surface bends. 
(3) The bending became the motor that moves the limbs of the robots, each 

about 100 atoms thick.
 z Not new idea: Researchers like Kris Pister of the University of California, 

Berkeley, have for decades talked of “smart dust,” minuscule sensors that 
could report on conditions in the environment.

 z Laser charging:
(1) Mr. Miskin used lasers instead of batteries to power the robots.
(2) This super-small robot can be control by shining light on it. These robots 

run on a fraction of a volt and consume only 10 billionths of a watt.
Source The Hindu

Genetic study on people of Lakshadweep Islands 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Scientists at CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 
(CCMB) for the first time conducted genetic studies on the people of the 
Lakshadweep archipelago.

More in news  z Lakshadweep: 
(1) Lakshadweep is an archipelago of 36 islands, scattered over approximately 

78,000 square km of the Arabian Sea, 200-440 kms off the south-western 
coast of India.

(2) It has a population of approximately 65,000. 
 z Previous understandings about genetic composition of Lakshadweep:

(1) The genetic composition of the first human settlement of this archipelago 
is not clear.

(2) Since, islands are located between Africa and southwestern part of India, 
it was presumed that Lakshadweep Islands might have played

Science & Technology6
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a major role in early human migration and expected the presence of 
genetic signatures of ancient people, such as Andamanese and Australian 
aboriginals.

 z What study says?
(1) Study has shown that a majority of human ancestry in Lakshadweep 

is largely derived from South Asia with minor influences from East and 
West Eurasia. 

(2) There was no evidence of early human migration through the 
Lakshadweep islands.

(3) Study found a strong founder effect for both paternal and maternal 
lineage-a sign that the island population had limited genetic mixing.

(4) It also demonstrated a close genetic link of Lakshadweep islanders with 
people from Maldives, Sri Lanka and India.

Source The Hindu

Serotonin to help against neurological decline
Why is it in 
news?

 z In a surprising discovery, researchers at the Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research (TIFR) Mumbai have found a novel function for serotonin (a 
chemical that signals between neurons). 

More in news  z What is found in discovery?
(1) At the level of an organism, serotonin is known to be involved in coping 

with stress. However, the underlying mechanism of its neuro-protective 
role was unknown.

(2) The recent discovery establishes that serotonin is involved in the 
generation of new mitochondria (the powerhouse of the cell) in 
neurons, increased cellular respiration and fuel (ATP) in the cell. 

(3) It provides insights into how serotonin generates more mitochondria 
thereby giving neurons the capacity to produce more energy and the 
ability to cope with stress better.

(4) More than three decades ago researchers had speculated that serotonin 
could have antioxidant-like effects. But this was not experimentally 
proved.

(5) Recent showed that serotonin reduces reactive oxygen species, thus 
providing neuroprotection against cellular stress. 

(6) Serotonin can impact the manner in which neurons grapple with stress 
and affect the trajectory of ageing.

 z How will it help in curing neurodegenerative diseases?
(1) Neuronal loss is a major cause of neurodegenerative diseases such as in 

Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. 
(2) Abnormal mitochondrial functions are known to cause or contribute to 

neuronal death. 
(3) The new findings from TIFR raise the possibility that serotonin signalling 

could be used to prevent mitochondrial abnormalities and neuronal loss.
(4) Unlike other cells, neurons are not generated continuously and so 

identifying factors that increase mitochondrial health is key to prevent 
ageing-associated neurological diseases.

Source The Hindu
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WHO to target Trans fats- Elimination by 2023
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, WHO had met the International Food and Beverage Alliance (IFBA) 
representatives to discuss actions to eliminate industrial trans fats, and 
reduce salt, sugar and saturated fats in processed foods.

More in news  z Impacts of Trans fat:It is also called the worst form of fat in food, responsible 
for over 5,00,000 deaths globally from coronary heart disease each year. 

 z Industrially produced trans fat:The WHO said that eliminating industrially 
produced trans fat is one of the simplest and most effective ways to save 
lives and create a healthier food supply.

 z Outcomes of meeting: 
(1) Along with elimination of trans-fat, the meeting also stressed the value 

of regulatory action on labelling, marketing and urged industry for full 
adherence to the WHO code of marketing of breast milk substitutes.

(2) IFBA members to decide to ensure that the amount of industrial trans 
fat in their products does not exceed two grams per 100 grams fat/oil 
globally by 2023.

 z 2023 target:The commitment made by the IFBA is in line with the WHO’s 
target to eliminate industrial trans fat from the global food supply by 2023.

Source The Hindu

Amazon unveils Moon Lander
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Jeff Bezos, owner of both Amazon and space company Blue Origin, 
unveiled a lunar lander that he said would be used to transport equipment, 
and possibly human beings, to the south pole of the moon by 2024.

More in news  z No specific date yet: Mr. Bezos didn’t announce a specific date for the 
project’s first launch, but said the lander would be ready in time to make 
President Donald Trump’s announced timeline to return people to the moon 
by 2024.

 z About Lander: 
(1) It will be capable of carrying scientific instruments, the four small rovers, 

and also a future pressurised vehicle for humans.
(2) The goal is to land on the moon’s south pole, where ice deposits were 

confirmed in 2018. 
(3) Water can be exploited to produce hydrogen, which in turn could fuel 

future exploration of the solar system.
 z Return to the moon- 2024: The White House’s intention to return to the 

moon in 2024 has sent NASA into a rapid action mode because that particular 
mission was originally anticipated for 2028.

 z Lunar colonies:Mr. Bezos outlined his broader vision to build an infrastructure 
that would sustain the colonisation of space by future generations of humans 
and shift polluting industries off the Earth.

Source The Hindu

Haemophilia A 
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)’s National Institute of 
Immunohaematology, Mumbai, has developed a cost-effective
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Point-of-Care (POC) diagnostic test for severe Haemophilia A and Von 
Willebrand Disease (VWD).

More in news Hemophilia A and Von Willebrand Disease (VWD):
 z Hemophilia A:

(1) It is also called factor VIII (FVIII) deficiency or classic hemophilia, is a 
genetic disorder caused by missing or defective factor VIII, a clotting 
protein. 

(2) Although it is passed down from parents to children, about 1/3 of cases 
are caused by a spontaneous mutation, a change in a gene.

 z Von Willebrand Disease (VWD):It is a genetic disorder caused by missing or 
defective Von Willebrand factor (VWF), a clotting protein.

About diagnostic test:
 z First in the world: This is the first in the world POC test for specific diagnosis 

of any common bleeding disorder.
 z Cheaper than available conventional techniques: Working cost of these 

kits is less than Rs. 50 in comparison to existing conventional test for the 
diseases that costs around Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 1,0000.

 z Quick results: The diagnosis can be done within 30 minutes of blood sample 
collection.

Source The Hindu

XPRIZE award
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Kitkit School from the U.S. and onebillion from the U.K. were 
declared co-winners of the XPRIZE. 

 z A team from Bengaluru was among the five finalists.
More in news  z XPRIZE award: It is a coveted international award funded by future-looking 

entrepreneurs, billionaires and philanthropists who have banded together 
with the goal of making the world a better place through technology.

 z Participation:
(1) Nearly 200 teams from 40 countries entered the competition, jumping 

at the chance to become the latest winner of an XPRIZE.
(2) Elon Musk announced the winners honouring all the finalists.

 z Total XPRIZE for Global Learning:
(1) It is funded by Mr. Musk. It was worth $15 million, with each finalist 

getting $1 million just for making it to the final round. 
(2) The winners additionally receive $5 million each.

 z Goal or final aim of competition: 
(1) The goal was to develop open-sourced software, put it on tablets 

donated by Google and have thousands of children in 170 remote 
villages in Tanzania test it. 

(2) The five finalists, which also included teams from New York, Pittsburgh 
and Bengaluru, spent 15 months refining the software.

(3) They had to develop programmes filled with games that could grab 
children’s attention and then, like teachers do, use drawings, letters, 
numbers and sounds to teach them to teach themselves to read, write 
and do arithmetic.
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 z Open-sourced software: All five finalists developed functional, open-
sourced software that will be put on the web so everybody can use it.

Source The Hindu

Chinese probe reveals secrets of the moon 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, scientists have said that they are a step closer to solving the riddle 
behind the Moon’s formation- unveiling the most detailed survey yet of the 
far side of Earth’s satellite.

More in news  z Chang’e-4: In January, the Chinese spacecraft Chang’e-4, named after the 
moon goddess in Chinese mythology, became the first ever craft to touch 
down on the far side of the lunar surface.

 z Moon formation theories: 
(1) The moon is believed to have gone through a phase during its formation 

when it was partially or entirely composed of molten rock.
(2) As it cooled, denser minerals sank to the bottom of the magma-ocean, 

while lighter materials gathered near the surface to form its mantle.
 z Magma ocean theory:Scientist from the Chinese Academy of Sciences said 

that results support the lunar magma ocean theory, and demonstrate that 
the magma ocean hypothesis can be used to describe the early evolution 
history of the moon.

 z Aitken Basin: China landed its probe in the Von Karmen Crater in the Aitken 
Basin at the Moon’s south pole- home to one of the largest impact craters 
known in the solar system.

 z Rare materials detected:
(1) Probe detected materials such as olivine and low-calcium pyroxene that 

are rare elsewhere on the surface. 
(2) Study suggests that these materials were ejected from the Moon’s upper 

mantle when it was struck by a meteor.
 z Far side topography: Unlike the near side of the moon that always faces 

the Earth and offers many flat areas to touch down on, the far side is 
mountainous and rugged.

Source The Hindu

Indian all-seeing radar imaging satellites
Why is it in 
news?

 z RISAT-2B will mark the resumption of a vital ring of Indian all-seeing radar 
imaging satellites after seven years.

More in news  z Reconnaissance capability: At least a half-dozen could be foreseen in the 
near future, mainly to add to the reconnaissance capability from about 500 
km in space. 

 z Constellation of satellites:
(1) A constellation of such space-based radars means a comprehensive vigil 

over the country.
(2) Numbers of satellites are in queue. RISAT-2B is to be followed by RISAT-

2BR1, 2BR2, RISAT-1A, 1B, 2A and so on. 
(3) If ISRO orbited its first two radar satellites in 2009 and 2012, it plans to 

deploy four or five of them in 2019 alone.
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 z All-weather seeing feature: These satellites are equipped with an active 
sensor, the synthetic aperture radar (SAR), can sense or ‘observe’ Earth in a 
special way from space day and night, rain or cloud.

 z Uses: 
(1) Useful for security forces, disaster relief agencies.
(2) Radar imaging satellites pick up structures, new bunkers very well, and 

sometimes help to count them, too.
(3) India also uses radar imaging for crop estimation because our main crop 

growing season of kharif is in May-September when it rains and gets 
cloudy.

 z Complex task:
(1) A radar imaging satellite is complex to assemble. Interpreting its images 

is equally complex. 
(2) ISRO took almost 10 years to realise RISAT-1.
(3) It sends much heavier data than plain remote sensing satellites.

Source The Hindu

Microscope to diagnose, treat diseases 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, scientists have developed a specialised microscope with the 
potential to diagnose diseases like skin cancer as well as perform precise 
surgery without making any incisions in the skin.

More in news  z Accuracy and precision: Microscope allows medical professionals to pinpoint 
the exact location of an abnormality, diagnose it and treat it instantly.

 z Surgery without touch: When a suspicious or abnormal cell structure came 
in notice, scientists can perform ultra-precise surgery and selectively treat the 
unwanted or diseased structure within the tissue- without cutting into the skin.
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 z Ability to treat any structure of the body: It could be used to treat any 
structure of the body that can be reached by light and requires extremely 
precise treatment, including nerves or blood vessels in the skin, eye, brain 
or other vital structures. 

 z Imaging and treating smallest tissues: 
(1) The study shows that the device allows imaging of living tissue up to 

about one millimetre in depth using an ultrafast infrared laser beam. 
(2) It can not only digitally scan living tissue, but also treat the tissue by 

intensifying the heat produced by the laser.
Source The Hindu

New Kilogram definition 
Why is it in 
news?

 z With the definition of the ‘kilogram’ getting a global, technical makeover, 
textbooks — from those used in schools to ones recommended by 
engineering colleges in India — are set to undergo an update.

More in news

Definition on the basis of physics constants:
(1) The measures are all now defined on the basis of unchanging universal, 

physics constants. 
(2) The kilogram now hinges on the definition of the Planck Constant, a constant 

of nature that relates to how matter releases energy.
 z CSIR-NPL:
 z It is India’s official reference keeper of units of measurements.
 z It released a set of recommendations requiring that school textbooks, 

engineering-education books, and course curriculum update the definition 
of the kilogram.

 z Indigenous Kibble Balance:
(1) The institute is also in the process of making its own ‘Kibble Balance’, 

a device that was used to measure the Planck Constant and thereby 
reboot the kilogram.

(2) A Kibble Balance capable of measuring at least a kilogram takes about 
Rs. 50 crore to manufacture.

 z No effect on everyday measurements:
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(1) An updated kilogram doesn’t mean that weights everywhere will be 
thrown off balance. 

(2) For everyday measurements, consumers wanting to calibrate their 
instruments — whether it’s for high-precision drug manufacturing or 
retail weighing machines — will continue doing it the same way.

Source The Hindu

Superconductivity
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, a team from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru 
has confirmed that the material they tested exhibits major properties of 
superconductivity at ambient temperature and pressure.

More in news  z What is superconductor? A material is said to be a superconductor if it 
conducts electricity with nil resistance to the flow of electrons.

 z Application: Superconductors will help build very high efficiency devices 
leading to huge energy savings. 

 z Significance of the research:
(1) Until now, scientists have been able to make materials superconduct 

only at temperature much below zero degree C and hence making 
practical utility very difficult.

(2) This is where the IISc’s work becomes particularly important. 
(3) The material that exhibited superconductivity is in the form of nanosized 

films and pellets made of silver nanoparticles embedded in a gold matrix.
(4) Interestingly, silver and gold independently do not exhibit 

superconductivity.
Source The Hindu

 

Important Operations conducted by Indian Army
Why is it in 
news?

 z India conducted number of operations under different coded titles which 
are important from exam point of view.

Important 
operations

 z Operation Nistar: by the Indian Navy to evacuate Indian citizens from Yemen 
who were stranded by Cyclone Mekenu.(Socotra islands)

 z Operation Maitri: India's Army-led rescue and relief mission in quake-hit 
Nepal.(different from exercise Maitree)

 z Operation Kabaddi: It is the post-Kargil strategy, aimed at preventing cross-
border infiltration

 z Operation Madad: Indian Navy launched this relief operation in flood-hit 
Kerala

 z Operation Sahyog: Indian Army launched this relief operation in flood-hit Kerala

Internal Security 7



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs May - 2019  (Study Material)   81

The Unique Academy

 z Operation Samudra Maitri: Relief effort launched by India to assist the 
victims of the 2018 earthquake and tsunami in Indonesia.

 z Operation Insaniyat: by MoExternalAffairs for Rohingya refugees.
 z Operation Meghdoot:Siachin Glacier (1984)
 z Operation Pawan (1987-1990): The Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) 

carried out a mission in northern and eastern Sri Lankan 1987—1990 to 
disarm the Tamil Tigers under the terms of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord

 z Operation Cactus (1998): Maldives
Source The Hindu, Indian express

India, U.K. in talks to build a naval super carrier
Why is it in 
news?

 z The United Kingdom is in talks with the Indian government on building a 
new state-of-the-art aircraft carrier along the lines of Britain’s HMS Queen 
Elizabeth as part of the ongoing ‘Make in India’ negotiations.

More in news  z INS Vishal : The talks are under way for the Indian Navy to buy detailed plans 
for the 65,000-ton British warship to build a so-called “copycat supercarrier” 
to be named INS Vishal in 2022.

 z Location: Rosyth dockyard is in Scotland where HMS Queen Elizabeth was 
assembled and where a second supercarrier, HMS Prince of Wales , is now 
being built.

 z Make in India: If a deal can be agreed, the new warship would be built in 
India but UK companies could supply many of the parts.

 z The third carrier:New naval carrier would serve alongside India’s 45,000-
ton carrier INS Vikramaditya- bought from Russia in 2004 and the currently 
under-construction 40,000-ton INS Vikrant , and could give India a larger 
carrier fleet than Britain.

Source The Hindu

Navy joins exercises in South China Sea
Why is it in 
news?

 z Navy ships INS Kolkata and Shakti carried out Group Sail with the naval ships 
of Japan, the Philippines and the U.S. in the South China Sea (SCS) from May 
3-9.

More in news  z Various exercise performed:  The ships undertook various exercises en 
route which included formation manoeuvring, under way replenishment 
runs, cross-deck flying and exchange of sea riders.

 z Committed to safety:The group sail exercise showcased India’s commitment 
to operating with like-minded nations to ensure safe maritime environment 
through enhanced interoperability.

 z SCS region: China, which claims a major part of the SCS, has disputes with 
most of its maritime neighbours.

 z Annual Eastern Fleet overseas deployment: Indian Navy ships were on 
return passage from their deployment to the South and the East China Seas 
as part of the annual Eastern Fleet overseas deployment during which they 
visited Vietnam, China and South Korea.

 z International Fleet Review (IFR): In China, the ships took part in the 
International Fleet Review (IFR) as part of the 70th anniversary celebrations 
of the People’s Liberation Army (Navy). 
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 z Exercises under ADMM-Plus: They later took part in the Phase I of the 
maritime security field training exercise under the aegis of the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) from May 1 to 3 off South 
Korea.

Source The Hindu

Post-disaster communication 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recent disaster by cyclone Fani devastated communication channels 
between Odisha state and its districts like Puri where State control room was 
not able to establish regular communication with the district headquarters.

 z It resulted in utter confusion in relief and rescue operations.
More in news  z 1st incidence since 1999: State disaster managers are all set to introspect 

how it failed for the first time since Super Cyclone in 1999.
 z Post-disaster communication: Some experts now blame it on breakdown of 

post-disaster communication.
 z HAM radio operators: 

(1) Two teams of HAM radio operators from Andhra Pradesh and West 
Bengal came to the rescue of the State which takes a lot of pride for its 
pioneering efforts in disaster management. 

(2) HAM radio was the chief mode of communication for the first several 
hours.

 z Communications during disasters:
(1) In disaster, communication becomes the first casualty. 
(2) 2 types of communications: Terrestrial and Satellite-based. 

 z Expert opinion: The expert emphasised that the disaster communication 
should have been multi-layered – if one fails, there should be an alternative 
channel to fall back upon.
(3) Telephone, FAX, HAM radio and VHF are part of terrestrial communication 

which requires infrastructure – tower for mobile phones, cable for land 
phones and antenna for VHF or HAM radios. 

(4) For satellite communications, handheld phone is enough as it does not 
depend on terrestrial facilities such as power, tower and antenna.

(5) The VHF communication being used by the police administration had 
very limited reach during the disaster.

Source The Hindu

 


